
Woodburn Redevelopment Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

March 27, 2013, 7:00 PM 
 
 
Meeting was called to order by Chris Haddox at 7:04 PM.   
 
PRESENT:  City Manager Jeff Mikorski, City Council Representative/Deputy Mayor Marti 

Shamberger, and Commission Members:  Mary Angel Blount, Christina “Nikki” Byrne-Hoffman, 

Mark Furari, Chris Haddox, Kerry Lilly, and Tim Mashburn. Commission member Bonnie 

Witmyer was out sick.  Councilmen Bill Kawecki and Nancy Ganz were also in attendance in the 

public audience. 

 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Minutes were approved as discussed, with corrections 
submitted before the meeting by City Manager Mikorski.  Deputy Mayor Marti Shamberger 
moved to approve the minutes.  It was seconded by Kerry Lilly. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE/ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA:  None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
YMCA- Kerry Lilly brought the members up to speed on developments with talking to the 
Clarksburg/Harrison Co. YMCA Director, Mark Francis.  The director was unable to attend this 
month’s meeting.  Another YMCA administrator could also be brought from Uniontown.  A group 
consisting of Bill Atkins, Jim Craig, and the Cheat Lake Rotary, has already discussed brining a 
Y to the Morgantown area.  It’s been talked about for 25-30 years, but has never happened.  
There were some promises of some money raised towards a Y, and they may be interested in 
working with us.  No piece of property was in mind through their discussions, and they would 
like to a see a Y in Morgantown, regardless of which group spearheads it.   
 
Mark Furfari pointed out that using the term “Y” may not be appropriate word.  Chair Haddox 
said it is one “model” to look at.  Kerry Lilly pointed out that the YMCA has out of town interests.  
The group affirmed the focus needs to be Morgantown and its residents.  Councilwoman Nancy 
Ganz pointed out that she loves Ys, and the Talbot Co., MD favorite Y.  Easton and several 
others form a consortium of Ys.  She said Y is a different entity and they build on Y poperty.  Y 
is Y, not community.  She said BOPARC has a long-range master plan (she brought it with her 
for us to browse).  She hopes Woodburn is involved in it.  The year is 2014, and Morgantown 
just celebrated 250 years and still has no community rec facility.   
 
Tim Mashburn asked about the City’s Comprehensive Plan from last summer.  City Manager 
Mikorski said the Parks & Recreation component of the Master Plan had a goal of a rec/aquatic 
center.  The comprehensive plan is more about parks than facilities, i.e. “green space”.   
 
Chair Haddox said the Crossroads plan was mentioned during the Woodburn’s property pitch to 
City Council.   
 
Marketing of Woodburn Product/Website- Mark Furfari said we need to focus on marketing 
our products, and what they were exactly.  Jeff reviewed the leasing agreements for the 1st floor 
of the main building to B&G Club.  The basement has 2 offices leased by Girls on the Run.  
Second and third floors are available.  Room off the Cafeteria is a shared space, at 25’x33’.  



Multipurpose Building is 3200 sq ft with bathrooms.  The modular is 1930 sq ft total with 2 
classrooms. There is the play area, parking, a picnic area.  Chair Haddox mentioned that 
kitchen stuff needs to be inventoried.  Councilman Kawecki asked if BOPARC’s equipment is 
available.  Councilwoman Ganz said it can be rented separately.   
 
Councilwoman Ganz said we’re at a transition point and that a marketing plan could include rec 
agency management to handle use of facility until transition is made.  There is no inclusion in 
the Master Plan, and we don’t know how Woodburn fits into that.  She gave examples from 
Montgomery Co. government and the Potomac Community Center.  She overviewed use of Rec 
Ware, a reservation system, to itemize space and make it available as a conference/reception 
venue.  BOPARC could manage the property on the immediate timeline.  She also mentioned 
that BOPARC is overrun with reservations.  If a group wants space and Marilla is not available, 
the group could rent this space instead.  It could be an overflow for small conferences, as nearly 
50% in county are turned away by BOPARC/Mon Co.  She went over installation of a 
camera/drop box system (runs about $500).  The group can sign out keys @ BOPARC and drop 
off in drop-off box.  The management fee for BOPARC is 70/30 split, she believes.  Manager 
Mikorski mentioned that was something the city tried to do earlier, but Councilwoman Ganz 
replied that now there is new management.  She said most of people assume Woodburn is 
rented.  Melissa (Mel) Birch is the BOPARC Director.  Deputy Mayor Shamberger will ask her to 
meet with Mark Furfari to continue the conversation.  Management is needed for Woodburn. 
 
Tim Mashburn has been working on the website.  Mark Furfari asked if we could put a virtual 
tour on the site.  Deputy Mayor Shamberger will also ask Mel how to do this.  Councilman 
Kawecki said he has some friends in multimedia that would be willing to help. A 
recommendation to Council should be places to put prices on the space.  Councilman Kawecki 
said we need visibility and usability on the website.  Tim said we can get better pictures on the 
homepage.  It is also linked to Google for Maps.  Items suggested included adding a group 
picture, email address.  The email address reusewoodburnschool@gmail.com was chosen by 
affirmation.  Secretary Byrne-Hoffman opened the GMAIL account and sent the information to 
Chair Haddox for forwarding to his personal account.  Before next month’s meeting, everyone 
will come a little early for the group picture.  We will talk to Susan about getting a city domain 
under morgantownwv.gov/woodburn or something similar.  Coucnilwoman Ganz suggested 
scanning in floor plans of the building.  Chair Haddox asked all members to send their ideas for 
the website to Tim. 
 
Welcome to Woodburn- There will be live music, six bands.  Abigail from AmeriCorp is helping 
the Boys & Girls Club plan.  Chair Haddox suggested an informal Neighborhood walk.   
 
 

NEW BUSINESS and DISCUSSION: 
   
AU Associates-   Chair Haddox talked to AU Associates in KY turns old schools into housing.  
They are currently working in Arthurdale and are glad to come down to meet with us next time 
they are in the area.  Also mentioned Loudoun Co. VA- co-housing for non-profits.  Maybe a 
non-profit could rent the 2 classrooms in the modular. 
 
Presentations of other Community Projects by Members-  Deputy Mayor Shamberger 
presented a powerpoint detailing ideas from McMenamins reused school properties in Portland, 
OR.  Kennedy and St. Francis schools were overviewed.  Also presented on Montgomery Co. 
MD centers, such as the Clara Barton Neighborhood, White Oak Silver Springs, Kennedy 
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Shriver Aquatic Center, Olney Swim Center, and the Potomac Community Rec Center (was a 
school).  The Potomac CRC features membership, rental space, and classrooms.   
  
Mary Angel Blount presented a powerpoint on arts centers.  They included Arlington center for 
the Arts (MA), Emerson Center for Arts & Culture (Bozeman, MT), AS220 (Providence, RI), 
Warehouse 21 (Sante Fe, NM), and Arlington Arts Center (VA).   
 
Councilwoman Ganz mentioned that MTC, the STEM program (STEMploy) are looking for 
space and we should speak with a WVU Extension Agent about their needs. 
  
By-laws- Chair Haddox presented by-laws from the City of Morgantown Metropolitan Theatre 
Commission.  Mary Angel Blount moved to adopt by-laws, Mark Furfari seconded.  There was a 
motion to make amendments as necessary to match forming ordinance.  All were in favor by 
affirmation.   
 

ADJOURNMENT:  Chair Haddox asked for a motion to dismiss.  Deputy Mayor Shamberger 
made the motion to adjourn.  Tim Mashburn seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 
8:43 PM. 

 


