
AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY OF MORGANTOWN AMENDING SECTIONS 
1741.03 AND 1741.09 OF THE CITY'S BUILDING AND HOUSING CODE, AS THE 
SAME APPLY TO REQUIREMENTS FOR A GRADING PERMIT AND GRADING 
PERMIT FEES. 

The City of Morgantown hereby ordains that Sections 1471.03 and 1741.09 of its Building and 
Housing Code are amended as follows (new matter underlined, deleted matter struck through.): 

1741.03 REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADING PERMIT. 
Any person desiring a Grading Permit shall submit the following information for the entire site 
upon which any minor or major grading, stripping, cutting and/or filling is to be done. 
(a) Minor Grading. Grading Permits upon which area disturbed will be less than or equal to 

1,000 square feet. as follows: 
ill The grading will less than or equal to 120 sq. feet or 1 cubic yard (remove and/or 
fill) 

OR 
ill The grading will be greater than Section 1741.03 a.l or equal to LOOO sq. ft. 
fB ill Site plan with dimensions including a description of the features, existing 

and proposed, surrounding the site, of importance to the proposed 
development. 

GB ilil Description of general topographic conditions on the site. 
~ (iii) Location and description of existing and future man made features of 

importance to the proposed development. 
81 (iv) Nature or source of soil if a fill project. 
f.B 1Yl Soil erosion and sedimentation control techniques if the proposed 

grading, stripping, cutting and/or filling will result in soil erosion andlor 
siltation of adjoining property or property in the area. 

t61 (vi) Description of proposed revegetation. 
f1f (vii) A timing schedule indicating the anticipated starting and completion 

dates. 
Evidence of compliance with Floodplain Ordinance. 
All applications for Grading Permits shall be made in writing upon a 
form provided by the Code Enforcement Division and shall be made 
under oath and signed by the owner of the site, or for the owner by the 
contractor proposing to do the work, or other authorized person. 
Evidence of compliance with the Stormwater Ordinance (Article 929). 
(A) No City Grading Permit shall be issued without the approval of a 

stormwater Management and Comprehensive Drainage Permit 
issued under the provisions of Article 929, unless the Director of 
the Morgantown Utility Board, or hislher designee, has issued a 
formal Determination stating that a stormwater Management and 
Comprehensive Drainage Permit is not required. Processing of 



the application for a stormwater Management and Comprehensive 
Drainage Permit shall be coordinated with the Grading Permit as 
provided in Section 1741.04. 
No City Grading Permit shall be issued without the approval of a 
stormwater Management and Drainage Permit issued under the 
provision of Article 929, unless the Director of the Morgantown 
Utility Board, or hislher designee, has issued a formal 
Determination stating that a stormwater Management and 
Comprehensive Drainage Permit is not required. Processing of 
the application for a stormwater Management and Comprehensive 
Drainage Permit shall be coordinated with the Grading Permit as 
provided in Section 1741.04. 

(b) Major Grading. Grading Permits upon which area disturbed will be more than 1,000 
square feet. 
(1) A plat or boundary line survey of the entire site on which the grading, stripping, 

cutting and/or filling is to be done. For major subdivisions of properties, 
monuments will be required to be placed on said property to be developed as 
specified in Section 1323.02 Monuments. 

(2) Site plan with dimensions including a description of the features, existing and 
proposed, surrounding the site, of importance to the proposed development. 

(3) A grading plan, prepared by a registered design professional, showing the 
existing grade and finished grade in contour intervals of sufficient clarity to 
indicate the nature and extend of the work and show in detail that it complies 
with the requirements of this article. The plans shall show the existing grade on 
adjoining properties in sufficient detail to identify how grade changes will 
conform to the requirements of this article. Upon execution of the grading plan 
once the Grading Permit has been approved, any changes, modifications, etc. to 
the submitted grading plan requires approval from the City Engineer and an as
built grading plan to be submitted once grading is completed. The City Engineer 
may cause an exception to be made that a registered design professional is not 
required where the nature of the work applied for is such that the requirement is 
not necessary. 

(4) Location and description of existing and future man made features of importance 
to the proposed development including sufficient detail of adjoining properties. 

(5) A geotechnical report prepared by a registered design professional shall be 
provided. The report shall contain at least the following: 
(i) The nature and distribution of existing soils. 
(ii) Conclusions and recommendations for grading procedures. 
(iii) Soil design criteria for any structures or embankments required to 

accomplish the proposed grading. 
(iv) Where necessary, slope stability studies, and recommendations and 

conclusions regarding site geology. 



(v) The City Engineer may cause an exception to be made that a geotechnical 
report is not required where the nature of the work applied for is such that 
a report is not necessary. 

(6) Nature of source of soil if a fill project. 
(7) Soil erosion and sedimentation control techniques if the proposed grading, 

stripping, cutting and/or filling will result in soil erosion and/or siltation of 
adjoining property or property in the area. 

(8) Description of proposed revegetation. 
(9) A timing schedule indicating the anticipated starting and comletion dates. 
(10) Evidence of compliance with Floodplain Ordinance. Information is available 

from the City Engineer's Office. 
(11) Evidence of the application and approval from the West Virginia Department of 

Environmental Protection as follows: 
(i) For development(s) between 1 acre and less than 3 acres a Notice of 

Intent (NOI) Construction Stormwater WVINPDES General Permit is 
required. 

(ii) For development(s) 3 acres or more a WVINPDES is required. 
(12) The City Manager or his/her designee may require that a performance bond be 

posted in an amount sufficient, as determined by the City Engineer, to either 
restore the ground to its original condition or to complete grading as permitted, if 
the work is not completed by the completion date as stated in the Grading 
Permit. 

(13) Evidence of compliance with the Stormwater Ordinance (Article 929). 
(i) No City Grading Permit shall be issued without the approval of a 

stormwater Erosion and Sediment Permit issued under the provisions of 
Article 929, unless the Director ofthe Morgantown Utility Board, or 
hislher designee, has issued a formal Determination stating that a 
stormwater Erosion and Sediment Permit is not required. Processing of 
the application for a stormwater Erosion and Sediment Permit shall be 
coordinated with the Grading Permit as provided in Section 1741.04. 

(ii) No City Grading Permit shall be issued without the approval of a 
stormwater Management and Comprehensive Drainage Permit issued 
under the provisions of Article 929, unless the Director of the 
Morgantown Utility Board, or hislher designee, has issued a formal 
Determination stating that a stormwater Management and Comprhensive 
Drainage Permit is not required. Processing of the application for a 
stormwater Management and Comprehensive Drainage Permit is not 
required. Processing of the application for a stormwater Management 
and Comprehensive Drainage Permit shall be coordinated with the 
Grading Permit as provided in Section 1741.04 

and 



1741.09 
(a) 

PERMIT FEE. 
Minor Grading Permit. Upon filing an application for a minor grading permit, 
the applicant shall pay a sum equal to thirty five dollars ($35.00) and as follows: 

(1) For gracling less than or equal to 120 sq. feet or 1 cubic yard - five 
dollars ($5.00) 

(2) For grading greater than Section 1741.03 a.l- thirty five dollars ($35.00). 

The payment of such sum shall be prerequisite to the processing of the permit 
application. 

(b) Major Grading Permit. Upon filing an application for a major grading permit, 
the applicant shall pay a sum equal to thirty-five dollars ($35.00) for the first 
1,000 square feet and an additional ten dollars ($10.00) for each additional 1,000 
square feet thereafter; however, in any event a minimum permit fee of thirty-five 
dollars ($35.00) shall be submitted and the payment of such sum shall be 
prerequisite to the processing of the permit application. 

This Ordinance shall be effective upon date of adoption. 
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