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REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 3, 2009: 

The regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Morgantown was held in the Council 
Chambers on Tuesday, November 3, 2009, at 7:30 P.M. 

PRESENT: Mayor Bill Byrne, City Manager Dan Boroff, City Clerk Linda Little, Assistant City Manager Jeff 
Mikorski, City Attorney Steve Fanok,  Council Members,  Ron Bane, John Gaddis, Charlie Byrer, Jenny Selin, 
Marti Shamberger, and Don Spencer.

 
The meeting was called to order by the Mayor.

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes from the regular meeting on October 20, 2009, were approved as 
printed.

 
CORRESPONDENCE:   Mayor Byrne presented proclamations for International CJD Awareness Day and 
America Recycle Day. Mayor Byrne stated that the other proclamation will be done later in the meeting. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  There were no Boards & Commissions appointments. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
AN ORDINANCE ANNULLING 120 FT PORTION OF A 12’ WIDE ALLEY FROM 

OAKLAND TO WESTERLY IN THE 7TH WARD: The below entitled Ordinance was presented for first 
reading: 
 

AN ORDINANCE VACATING, ABANDONING, AND ANNULLING A ONE HUNDRED AND 
TWENTY FOOT PORTION OF A 12' WIDE UNNAMED ALLEY THAT RUNS FROM OAKLAND 
AVENUE IN A WESTERLY DIRECTION, LOCATED IN THE SEVENTH WARD OF THE CITY OF 
MORGANTOWN, MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, NOT USED NOR USEFUL, FOR 
STREET PURPOSES. 

 
Motion by Gaddis, second by Bane, to pass the above entitled Ordinance to second reading. Motion 

carried 7-0. 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 1751.01 & 1751.05 OF THE BUILDING & HOUSING CODE 

AND ADDING 1751.11 ADDRESSING SEVERABILITY: The below entitled Ordinance was presented for 
first reading: 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 1751.01 AND 1751.05 OF THE CITY OF  

MORGANTOWN BUILDING AND HOUSING CODE AND ADDRESSING CLASS IV REALTY 
DOCUMENTATION, AND ALSO ADDING A NEW SECTION 1751.11 ADDRESSING  
SEVERABILITY. 

 
Motion by Gaddis, second by Selin to bring the original Ordinance off the table for consideration. 

Motion failed 0-7, rejecting the original Ordinance and allowing for a vote on this new Ordinance currently 
before Council. Motion by Gaddis, second by Selin to approve the above entitled Ordinance. After discussion 
and explanation from the City Manager and City Attorney, motion carried 7-0.

 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 
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AGREEMENT WITH THE WV DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES TO RECEIVE GRANT 
FUNDS PURSUANT TO PROVISIONS OF THE WV GOVERNOR’S HIGHWAY SAFETY  
PROGRAM: The above entitled Resolution was presented for approval: 
 
 Motion by Gaddis, second by Selin to approve the above entitled resolution. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 Mayor Byrne suspended the rules so that Councilor Selin could present a proclamation to local youth, 
Maria Panacionne, congratulating her on numerous achievements. 

 
PUBLIC PORTION:   
 
 Jim Manilla, 236 South High Street, asked Council to petition the legislature to allow citizens the use of 
the recreation center. He encouraged Council to seek alternate funding for the sidewalk project, and asked that 
its work focused on neighborhoods. Lastly, he mentioned the activity at Hazel Ruby McQuain Park and asked 
Council to take more control of the situation. 
 
 Guy Panrell, 763 South Hills Drive, mentioned the streetscape and its relation to drive by use mailboxes 
on High Street. He then asked that Council talk about the urban deer control issue at the next COW insisting that 
the problem with deer overpopulation is city-wide and has a significant impact on citizens’ quality of life. 

  
There being no more appearances or objections, Mayor Byrne declared this public portion closed. 

 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:   Councilor Spencer reported that there will not be another water 
quality forum this month. He then updated Council on HB2680, the newest legislative activities concerning 
water quality, and our local water quality forums. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Item No. 1: Attached you will find a memo from the Public Works Department reporting that the Traffic 
Commission has approved a MERGING TRAFFIC, PLEASE BE COURTEOUS sign to be placed on Beechurst 
Avenue.  The Commission requests the endorsement of City Council before the proposal is forwarded to the 
Department of Highways. 
 
 Motion by Byrne, second by Selin to approve Council’s endorsement of the sign for Beechurst Avenue. 
Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Item No. 2: It has been suggested that the City’s Sidewalk Program be organized on a multi year basis to 
enhance the Gateways to Morgantown.  I agree with this concept, and in the near term a plan will be drafted for 
your consideration.  To initiate this program, I recommend that the Beechurst Gateway to Morgantown be the 
first project and it be started this coming spring. 
 
 Motion by Shamberger, second by Selin to approve the sidewalk and gateway improvement project. 
After discussion, Councilor Spencer requested to amend the above considered design plan to include 
underground utilities, that the design plan for the sidewalk renovation be reviewed by the Pedestrian Safety 
Board and that the design should be completed before full funding is approved. Mr. Boroff explained that these 
requests can be fulfilled administratively as there is no need for formal amendments.  
 
 Councilor Bane then commented that he wishes the funding for this project to come from the 
Sunnyside-Up program’s financial surplus. Councilor Byrer concurred, suggesting that Sunnyside-Up put forth 
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a good faith percentage of the final cost of the project. Discussion continued on the funding, the design plan, and 
the results of the proposed project. Motion carried 5-2, Councilors Bane and Byrer voted NO.  
 
Item No. 3: As discussed at the recent Committee of the Whole meeting, you will find a second attachment from 
the Public Works Director describing a $1,470,000 change order for the Event Center.  Based upon the merits of 
the project, I recommend that the change order be approved.  
   
 Motion by Gaddis, second by Bane to approve the change order for the event center. Motion carried 7-0.  
 
CITY CLERK'S REPORT:   No report. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT:  No report. 
 
REPORT FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS: (Roll Reversal)

Councilor Spencer:   Councilor Spencer asked for clarification on the status of an Ordinance 
voted on earlier. He continued by discussing the homeless issue and 
alcohol use at the Riverfront by clarifying where the local homeless 
population originates from and offering other statistics about homeless. 
He described a tour he took of the Sunnyside area and more recent 
initiatives of Sunnyside Up.  

 
Councilor Shamberger:   Councilor Shamberger thanked the City Departments for displaying the 

newly acquired safety equipment before the meeting. She expressed her 
gratitude for having these resources available for the City. She 
expressed support for Mr. Panrell and the deer issue. She suggested 
contacting various state and local entities to collectively discuss a 
solution. She asked about leaves in streets and Mr. Boroff responded 
that according to City Code, leaf cleanup is a property owner’s 
responsibility. She then asked if there are plans for a Veteran’s Day 
Parade, Mr. Boroff replied that he will find out and report to Council. 

 
Councilor Selin:    Councilor Selin suggested that citizens compost their leaves for 

use in gardens. She reported the GMAYC upcoming retreat at Dorsey 
Knob and the next Evansdale Neighborhood Association meeting.  

Councilor Byrer:   Councilor Byrer concurred with Mr. Panrell’s views on deer 
overpopulation and with Councilor Shamberger’s suggestion of 
working with other agencies to form a solution. He complemented City 
Departments on the new vehicles. He announced a veteran’s luncheon 
at the Wiles Hill Senior Center as well as activities at Trinity School. 
He then reminded citizens to abide by all leash laws. 

 
Councilor Gaddis:   Councilor Gaddis expressed his concern for keeping all mailboxes on 

High Street and suggested more signage to help increase use. He then 
thanked the City Manager and the City Engineer for attending the 
Greenmont neighborhood meeting where they explained alleyways to a 
citizen. He reported a speeder on his street and asked that residents 
follow all traffic laws.  
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Councilor Bane:    Councilor Bane discussed his views of the current endeavors of 
the Sunnyside-Up program and stated his wishes for the program to 
refocus its efforts. He also mentioned that 403.10 and 403.13 of the 
City Code appears dated and asked the City Manager to look at 
updating those sections. He thanked the City Clerk’s Office for 
working on recent projects with him and thanked Mr. Boroff for his 
help as well.  

 
 Mayor Byrne:     Mayor Byrne mentioned that MHS will celebrate Veterans Day by 

presenting music in their “Let Freedom Ring” performance at the 
school. He announced the Library’s Rummage Sale coming up as well 
as the Friends of Decker’s Creek’s new outdoor learning park. He also 
reported on a PBS Documentary sponsored by the City called “Not in 
our Town” about working to stop hate crimes and building an inclusive 
community. He thanked Councilor Spencer for attending the 
Community Relations Board Meeting at FCI on his behalf. He also 
stated that John Jamison will offer his property to help with the deer 
overpopulation issues. He announced the upcoming Sunnyside Up 
meeting, and Woodburn School meeting. He commented that the 
activity at Hazel Ruby McQuain Park is due to alcoholics not homeless, 
and increased enforcement in the area is needed to solve the issue. He 
inquired about the November COW, and Council concurred there will 
be a COW meting on November 24th.  

 
      Councilor Spencer interjected with a request of Mr. Boroff concerning 

the tailgate and pre-game party habits of students and local residents. 
Mr. Boroff replied that he will arrange a meeting with WVU on the 
subject. 

      
 EXECUTIVE SESSION: Motion by Bane, second by Shamberger, to go into an executive session pursuant to 

Section 6-9A-4-B-12 of the West Virginia Code in order to discuss personnel matters at 8:50 p.m. with the 
following persons present: Mayor Byrne and Council Members.   

 
ADJOURNMENT:   There being no further business, the meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:00 
p.m. 
 
 
 
_____________________________   __________________________________ 
City Clerk      Mayor 
 
 

*A FULL TRANSCRIPT OF ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS IS AVAILABLE ON CD AT THE 
MORGANTOWN CITY LIBRARY. 

 
 


