
\!Cue qcitp of jflorgantobln 
Linda L. Little, CMC 

389 Spruce Street, Room 10 
Morgantown, West Virginia 26505 

(304) 284-7439 Fax: (304) 284-7525 
Ilittle@cityofmorqantown.orq 

Office of the City Clerk 

TO: Honorable Mayor Manilla & Council 

FROM: Linda L. Little, City Clerk, CMC 

RE: Discussion of Election and Procedural Alternatives 

DATE: November 21, 2012 

Attached is information for Council to discuss: 

A. Discussion of proposed charter change for Election to County. 

1. Process from other cities in WV 

2. Process by charter amendment(WV State Code 8-4-8) 

B. Change 2 year terms of Council to 4 year terms.(WV State Code 8-5-5) 

C. Have odd number ward members elected two years before the even number ward 

representatives so that only half of the Council is up for Election every two years. 
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Zimbra lIittle@cityofmorgantown,org 

[wvmUist] Re: Elections 

From: Rich Clemens <rich.clemens@buckhannonwv.org> 

Subject: [wvmUistJ Re: Elections 

Wed, Oct 17,201207:40 PM 

I'@ 1 attachment 

To : West Virginia Municipall.eague Ustserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

Reply To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove jlVurselt; Is located at the end of tflis message.) 

All, 

The City of Buckhannon combined our election with Upshur County in May 2012 with a cash savings of $3,140. Actual savings 
would be more as office staff time typically spent during early voting and preparation for a aty Election was not kept separate 
in the past. 

In general, I would estimate our overall savings in expenses to be 50% or as much as $5,000. We do not have wards and our 
precincts are In-line with the county so it became a matter of paying for the programming of additional (different) electronic and 
printed ballots. 

In my opinion, the benefit of one community election on a holiday provided a better voter turnout and better exposure to 
candidates and issues than when the City ran their own elections at the higher expense. 

RichOemens 
Recorder, City of Buckhannon 

Linda Little Wednesday, October 17, 2012 11:17 AM 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

How many Cities have combined their Elections with their County? And, if so how much does it cost 
your City or save the City in doing this? Thank you for your help in advance.:) 

Unda Uttle, CMC 
City Clerk 
City of Morgantown 
389 Spruce St. 
Morgantown WV. 26505 
304-284-7434 
304-284-7525(fax) 
llittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

SUbscription Rerrinder: You're Subscribed to: West Virginia Municipal League Ustsery using the address: 1Itt1e00ltyofmDrgantown.org 

From: istserv@Wvrnl.org 

Physical Address 

Manage Your Subscription » or, Unsubscribe Automatically » 

10/18120128:17 AN 
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Zimbra 

[wvmUist] RE: Elections 

From: Janet Keller <jkeller@fairmontwv.gov> 

Subject: [wvmUist] RE: Elections 

To : West Virginia Municipal League Listserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

Reply To : West Virginia Municipal League Listserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

lIittle@cityofmorgantown,org 

Thu, Oct 18, 2012 10:40 AM 

The City of Fairmont has had our election with the County since 2002. The City stili takes care of the candidate filing and seeing 
that all financial statements are turned in. The financial statements are not sent to the County. We even use the same Ballot 
Commissioners as the County instead of appointing our own. We have our drawing to determine the ballot position at the same 
time as the County. As far as the absentee ballots by mail, the voters receive a City ballot at the same time they receive their 
County ballot. The County takes care of mailing out all absentee ballots, therefore, they pay for all envelopes that are used along 
with the postage. 

The City of Fairmont is billed for the printing of the paper ballots and for the publication of the sample ballot in the newspaper. 
After the election is over the County bills the aty of Fairmont for half of their cost that they have In the City's 24 preCincts. This 
includes the cost of the poll workers and any other expenses that the County would have for the City precincts. As the City Clerk, I 
assist the County in preparing all of the voting machines, assist in the poll worker training classes and help mail out the absentee 
ballots. As far as the savings, it is hard to tell because the County does not really bill us for everything that they should. As an 
estimate, it probably saves the City approximately $20,000 for each election. Having our elections with the County is probably one 
of the best things that we have ever done. 

Janet Keller 
City Clerk 
City of Fairmont 

-----Original Message----
From: Linda Little [mailto:llittle@cityofmorgantown.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 11:08 AM 
To: West Virginia Municipal League Listserv 
Subject: [wvmUist] Elections 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

How many Cities have combined their Elections with their County? And, if so how much does it cost your City or save the City in 
doing this? Thank you for your help in advance.:) 

Linda Little, CMC 

City Clerk 

City of Morgantown 

389 Spruce St. 

Morgantown WV. 26505 

10/18/2012 10:43 M 
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Election 

From : Jane <janeICris@aol,com> 

Subject: Election 

To : llittle@cityofmorgantowri.org 

http://127 .0.O.l:3831 /zimbralhlprint01essage?id=ad8d4aOb-19b7-45b6 ... 

IlittlQ@Cityo1ntorgantown.org 

Wed, Oct 17, 2012 11:38 AM 

Unda, glen dale did join with the county. Suzie did it both ways and it seems to be a lot less expensive and It is nice to not have to 
worry about everything since the co~mty does it. 

Sent from my iPhone 

10117/201211:45 At. 
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ORD.lNANCE NO. 740 

PAGE 02 

G ra..jC'Io,,-} 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE VII, SECTION ~8 AND 
RE,PEALING ARTICLE VII, SECTION 59 OF THE GRAFTON 
CITY CHARTER RELATING TO CANDIDATES FOR CITY 
COUNCIL. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Grafton, West Virginia, does find it necessary, 

due to changes in the election laws of this State, to amend those portions of the City Charter 

prescribing procedures for the election ofmember.s of Gity Council; 

AND WHEREAS, the Council is authorized by Chapter 8, Article 4, Section 8 of the West 

Virginia Code, as amended, to make enact such amendments by ordinance; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Grafton, West Virginia, pursuant to 

authority granted by the .laws of this State, does ordain that the Grafton, City Charter be amended 

as fonows: 

Sectlon 1: Amendment of Article VII. Section 58; 

Section 58, Article VII of the Grafton City Charter shall be amended as follows: 

SBCTION S8 .. CANDIDATES FOR CITY COUNCIL; DECLARATIQN OF CANDIDACYj 
FILING FEE 

1. Any resident of the City of Grafton, who is otherwise eligible to hold elective office in this 

State .may become a candidate [or City Council. by .fmng with the City C.lerk a certificate 

declaring their candidacy therefor. The decJaration of candidacy so filed shall be substal),tialJy i.n. 
fonn, as prescribed by the City Clerk, for such purpose, shall be signed before a notary public or 

other officer authorized to give oaths, and shall contain the following infonnation: 
a. the date of the election in which the candidate seeks to appear on the ballot; 

b. a statement declaring the specific ward which the candidate seeks to represent or declaring 

ao ,inte,O.t to seek election at-large; 

c. the legal name of the candidate and the exact ,name the candidate desires to appear on the 

ballot; 

d. the specific resid,ence address of the candidate at the time of filing, i.n.cluding nwnber and 
street or rural route and box number; 

e. a statement declaring that the candidate is a resident of the City, is legally eligible to .hold 
office, and is a candidate for the office in good faith and will serve in. sai.d office if elected. 

1 
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2. Every person who desires to become a candidate for election to City Council shall, at tb.e 

time of filing the declaration of candidacy heretofore requjred~ pay to the Clerk a filing fee in the 

am.ount of Twenly-Five Dollars ($25.00). All flUng fees collected shall be dt'posited into the 

General Fund and shall be applied to defray the costs oftlle election. 

3. A person seeking election to City Council who is unable to pay the fi1ing fee required 

herein may become a candidate by filing with the aforementioned declaration of candidacy a 

statement declaring that they are unable to pay the filing fee due to a lack of financial resources. 

Such statement shall be substantially in form as prescribed by the City Clerk for such purpose 

and shall be signed before a notary public or other officer authorized to give oaths. The 

statement shall be accompanied by a petition, which shall be substantially in form as prescribed 

by the City Clerk for such purpose, .r.equesting that the filing fee be waived and that the candi.date 

set fO.rth therein be placed upon the ballot. The petition shall contain the signatures of twenty­

five qualified voters residing in the ward from which they seek election or, i.n the case of a 

candidate seeking election at-large, twenty-five qualified voters residing in the City. The 

petition shall further contain. the specific residence of address of each signator thereto. A 

candidate may submit a petit jon containing a greate.r number of signatures than. required, but th.e 

City Clerk shall not be required to determine the validity of a greater number of signatures than 

that required by this sectio.n. No qualified voter shall forfeit their opportunity to participate in 

any election by signing any such petition, but no voter shall be permitted to sign more than one 

such. petition in any given election. 

4. All certificates of candidacy shall be filed with the City C.lerk, accompanied by the 

appropriate filing fee or declaration of impecuniosity and in-lieu-of-filing-fee petition. no earlier 

than the ~econd Monday of January next preceding the date of the election nor later than 

midnight, eastern stan.dard time, 0.0. tbe last Saturday in January next preceding said election. If 

mailed, the certificate of candidacy must be postmarked by the United States Postal Service 

before that hour. 

The C.lerk shan, within. a reasonable time, exami.ne each declaration and peti.tion. so submitted 

to detennine the sufficiency thereof. Any declaration or petition which is found to be 

insufficient for any reason shall be immediately returned by said Clerk, accompanied by a 

statement setting forth the reason for its rejection. The deficiencies of any such declaration or 

petition may be corrected and such declaration or petition may be filed anew during the filing 

period heretofore prescribed. 

Sectl,on 2: Repeal of Article VII. Section 59. 

Section S9 of Article VII of the Grafton City Charter i6 hereby repealed. 

2 
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Settlon 3: Severability. 

Should any provision of this Ordinance be rendered invalid, illegal, or inoperative for any reason 

whatsoever by a court of competent jurisdiction, such action shall not be deemed to affect the 

operation or enforcement of any other provision contajtl.ed herein which may be given ef.fect 

without benefit the provision so rendered. 

Settlo". 4: Effective Date; Preservation of Record.. 
This Ordinance shall be in effect from the date of adoptio.n. The Clerk is directed, upon adoption 

of this Ordinan.ce, to cause a copy of these amendments, this Ordinance and a transcript of the 

related pr()(jeedings to be certified to the Clerk of the House of Delegates, as keeper of the rolls, 

for preservation as an au.thentic public record. It is further directed that such be recorded in the 

office ofthe CJerk of the County Court of Taylor County, West Virginia. 

A~~~ 
G. Thomas Bartlett I , 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 

First Reading: November 15, 2005 

First Publication: Novem.ber 18, 2005 

Second Publication: November 25, 2005 

Second Reading: December 6, 2005 

Public Hearing: December 6, 2005 

Adoption: December 6, 200S 

Til" i,u,,"me,., prepared by 

Lloyd W. Spring HI, Alttm,ey lit 1,,,,., 
WYSB IDtl5181 

1201 W •. d MII;II S'r,,' 
Grafton, W~if Jllrcinia 16354-1033 

3 
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City of Grafton 
City Council Meeting 
December 6, 200S 

10. Unfinished Business 

CITY OF GRAFTON 

c, Public Hearing Ordinance No. 740 
Amending City Charier Relating to 
Candidates for City Council 

:8 : 
o · 
N 

PUBLIC HEARING DATA 

LEGALS ,: 
ORDINANCe NO. 740 

AN OI'lOIANCE AM&NOING' 
AFlTICLe Vii. SECTiON 58 , 

ANO REPEALING ARTICLE VII, 
SECTION'59'OF THE 

. GRAFTON CITY CHART&R 
RELATING TO CANOIDATES 

FOR CITY COUNCIl. 

Grahon CII)' COIInr,il wlJ! ca,uJucllh. 
iacond "I\(!ln~, .. nd public h8lrtn~ 
en Ordln,»!ce No. 7dO.at 1t\'l'GnUI~r 
council meeting, on TlIuday, 
Decamber 6, 2005, ~l 8:30 p.m. '" 
Ih. leeh". Room, Flrt! FIoDr, Tlla 
Ihtemllilonlli Mallta,'. DRY Gnri'no, 
.It Gao' Main 51, •• t, G,lIHon, WV 
283$J1. 

Lany M. Richman 
CilyClerk 

Lagal8837 
11118,11125 

II") I -~---~~--......:.. 
8 ' LEGA~ 
N 

- I ~ I OADINANOI! NO. 7<Ul 

t1 , AN ORDIANOE AMENOI~: 
.0 ARYICLe VII. SECTION so', 
~ I AND REPE~UtolQ ARl'leL£ V~ >, I 9ECnON 69 OF THE 
o I GflAFTON CI'TY CttAATEA •. Z , RELATINO TO CANDJDAT~ 

·1' . FOA CITY COUNCIL'; . i ' Grafton Clt)o Councll will conduct Ilia 
• C I aicond rBeding anll public hl!BrIt1ii 
t.t.. ' 0t'I OrdInlnca No •.. 7<fO'''II'ff'~~I.' 
d C911l1GII 'n'llltllng, 'on TuH'dt!Y, 
id :' ~~~Il'~ II •. ~OOS , a\ 8:30 ~" IJI ' a IIitIi' ll!llUr. AOOIn, fl'" F~ 
<II In!emillonil totOlh''-''' Diy Siiilni, 
.~ II elel Main Sn.8\,·Gmllol\, WV 

. !l 2e~54, 

' J:I:l . 
q ')1 . L."Y M. ""'h .... n 

.' tU ~ CiIv·,Cr..fIo 

, § I. L*i~1:9a37 . 
:' .. ~ .. ,. ":", 1'1125 

PAGE 05 
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j 
l-fvnlrn!l'l-t:>i7 

if he or she deems it desirable and shall revi them in 
accord with any supplemental, emergency, J educed or 
transferred appropriations, subject to any limitations 
imposed by general law. 

SECTION 10.9: TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATI S 

Except as otherwise provided by gene~ 1 law, the 
Mayor may at any time transfer any encumbered 
appropriation balance or portion thereof bet en general 
classifications of expenditures within a office, 
department, division or agency. At the request d the Mayor 
and within the last three months of the budget yed I Council 
may, by resolution, transfer any unencumbered ap. ropriation 
balance or portion thereof from one office, epartment, 
division or agency to another. 

ARTICLE ELEVEN 
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

SECTION 11.1: GENERAL ELECTION LAWS 
TERMS OF OFFICERS 

Except as otherwise provided the 
provisions of general law with respect to and 
general elections, so far as applicable, shal the 
method of nominating and electing the Mayor and embers of 
Council, whose terms of of ;ice shal1.~e concurr nt and run * for a period of four years. ~I(' YQA!J11'11 d.1<AI q/r~/t:t' 

SECTION ll.2; MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVE COMMI EES 

Each Municipal Executive Committee 
composed of those members of the County Executive 
of Cabell and Wayne counties whose 9 
jurisdiction, as county executive committe 
includes areas of the City. Municipal Executive 
members shall serve for terms concurrent 
respective terms as county executive committee me 

SECTION 11.3: POWERS AND DUTIES 

shall be 
Conunittees 
ographical 

membe.J;"s, 
Committee 

ith their 

Munioipal Executive Committees shall b governed 
by Chapter 8, Article 5, Section 14, of the Offic al Code of 
West Virginia and shall have all powers a d duties 
prescribed by said law, this Charter and or inance in 
conformity therewith. 

first 

SECTION 11.4: PRIMARY ELECTIONS; TIME, ' LACE AND 
CERTIFICATIONS OF CANDIDA Y 

Exoept as 
officers to 

otherwise providea herein conc rning the 
be elected under this Chart r, primary 

I 
(27) 



MAR. 9.2005 2:18PM HUNTINGTON CITY COUNCIL NO. 844 P.3 

elections shall be held at the voting places in e 
election districts of the City for the purpose of 
candidates for the office of Mayor and all Cou 
for the next general election on the first Tuesda 
in the year 1989 and on such day in each 
thereafter ~ Any eligible person desiring nominat' 
municipal elected office to be filled at such el 
file with the city Clerk a certificate declaring 
herself to be a candidate for the nomi~ation 
together with payment of the filing fee as 
prescribed, which certificate and filing f 
received by the City Clerk after midnight on the 
of January next preceding the primary electi 
mailed, shall be postmarked after that hour 
midnight on the thirty-first day of January ne 
the primary election day or if mailed, shall be 
before that hour and which certificate shall b 
effec~ as fOl~JJr 

It 51" rvJi. ~~"' (l...w..( ql'~~' 
"CERTIFICATE OF CANDIDACY 

h of the 
hominating 
il members 
in April 

ourth year 
n for any 
tion shall 
imself or 
or office, 

r
ereina£ter 

must be 
first day 
day or if 

nd before 
preceding 

postmarked 
in form or 

I, , hereby c tify that 
I am a candidate for the nomination for and elec ion to the 
office of to re esent the 
district or city at-large (circle one), and the 
political party_ I desire my name printed on t official 
ballot to be voted at the primary election to be ld on the 
-=--_-=-=-_ _ day of April, 19 __ . I hereby certify hat I am a 
legally qualified elector of the City of Huntingt , 

County, West Virginia; that m residence 
~--~----~-~ 

is located at ~~~~ ____ ~~ __ ~~ ___ in said ' tYi that I 
am eligible to hold the said office; and tha I am a 
candidate for said office in good faith-

CANDIDATE SIGNATURE 

PRINT NAME 

Signed and acknowledged bef re me this 
day of _____________________ , 19 ___ -

Notary Public in and f 
or Wayne Cou~ties, We 
Virginia, (or some ot 
qualified to administ 

Every person who hecomes a candidate in any su 
election shall, at the time of filing such cer 
candidacy, pay a filing fee as follows: , a can 
Mayor shall pay a fee of Two Hundred Fifty 
candidate for Council member shall pay a fee 

(28) 
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Dollars. Council may, by ordinance, change the 
specified herein. No person shall file rno 
Certificate of Candidacy in any primary election. 

SECTION 11.5: GENERAL ELECTIONS; TIME 

Except as otherwise provided he4ein con~ 
election of the first officers to be elect e 
Charter, general elections for the offices of May~ 
council members shall be held on the first Tue 
in the year 1989 and on such day in each 
thereafter. The officers elected thereat s 
office on the first day of July of the year in 
general election is held with their terms to ex 
as their successors have been elected and qualifi 

~ 
SECTION 11.6: FIRST OFFICERS UNDER THI 

NOMINATIONS, ELECTION AN 

The first primary municipal election 
Charter shall be held on Tuesday, September 1 
the first general municipal election shall 
Tuesday, November 5, 1985, to elect a Mayor and 
members provided for under this Charter, whose 
begin on January 1, 1986, and expire as s 
successors have been elected and qualifi 
certificates of candidacy for such tirst pri ma 
election shall be filed after midnight July 1, 
before midnight on July 31, 1985, or if mailed, 
after midnight July 1, 1985, and before mid9ight 
July 31, 1985. '* ~ 1¥.vISu·" ~~ Q"3113. 

SECTION 11.7: MAJORITY VOTE REQUIRED 

No candidate for office shall be decla 
to any office under this Charter without having 
a candidate in the immediately preceding general 
majority of the votes ca~t for that parti e 
provided, however, nothing herein shall apply to 
for the office of at-large Council member. 

SECTION ll.8: DETERMINATION OF ELECTIO 

Every qualified elector shall be enti 
for one candidate for the office of Mayor, one ca 
the office of district Council member to r 
district in which the qualified elector resid 
candidates for the office of at-large Council 
person shall be elected to city office wit 
nominated in the manner provided herein at 
primary election to be held at the times 
specified in Sections 11.5 and 11.7 of th' 
Immediately upon expiration of the time 
Certificates of candidacy as required by Sections 

(29) 
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and 11.7 of this Charter, the City Clerk shall c use to be 
published in a newspaper having general circul tion in the 
City the names of the candidates as they will app ar on the 
ballot for the primary election. Names of th candidates 
for each nomination shall be placed on the bal ot and in 
addition to the requirements of Section 11. 0 of this 
Charter, the ballot shall contain instructions t vote for 
one nominee or candidate, except where the 0 fices to be 
filled are for council members at-large, in whic case the 
instructions shall inform the voter to vote for wo nominees 
or candidates. Votes shall be counted as rovided by 
general election law. In primary e1~ctions, th candidates 
representing each political party and receiving be highest 
number of votes for nomination for Mayor and e ch district 
council member office shall be nominated. As to he offices 
of at-large Council members in primary ele tions, the 
candidates representing each political party an receiving 
the highest and next highest number of votes ith no more 
than one residing in anyone of the munlclp 1 election 
districts set out in Section 3.3 of this Char er shall be 
nominated. In general elections the names of the successful 
nominees shall be placed on the ballot. In the general 
election, the nominee receiving the highest numhe of votes 
for election to the offices of Mayor and e ch district 
Council member office shall be elected. As to e offices 
of at-large Council members in general electi ns, the two 
nominees receiving the highest and next highest number of 
votes with no more than one residing in an one of the 
municipal election districts set out in Section 3 3 of this 
Charter shall be elected to the offices of Co cil member 
at-large. I 

SECTION 11.9: B~LLOTS FoR MUNICI~AL ELJ TIONS 

The ballot to be used in all municipa 
shall contain the names of all candidates,s 
respective residence address and the electio 
wherein such residence is located together 
political party affiliation, unless such ca 
independent from any political party, in whO 
ballot shall so state. The order in which names 
and candidates appear on the ballot shall be d 
~rawing of lot. The City Clerk shall conduct s 
~n acoordance with the requirements of gene 
shall be the duty of the City Clerk to prepare 
for all regular and special municipal e 
accordance with the provisions of general law an 
than ten days prior to any election, the City 
cause a sample ballot to be published in a newsp 
general oirculation in the City. 

(30 ) 
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SECTION 11.10: APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION FFICIALS 

It shall be the duty of the Municipa Executive 
Committees to nominate qualified electors t serve as 
precinct election officials during a municipal e action and 
the Municipal Executive Committees shall public encou~age 
qualified electors to apply for nomination. Th Municipal 
Executive Committees shall submit their nom ations to 
Council not less than thirty days prior to the lection in 
which the election officials are to sar After 
determining that the qualified electors nomina d by the 
Municipal Executive Committees possess the qu lifications 
set forth by the general election laws of the Sta of west 
virginia and not less than twenty days prior to e elect~on 
in which the election officials are to serve, Co cil shall 
appoint the qualified persons nominated by t! Municipal 
Executive Committees to serve as election officia s in said 
election. In the event Council shall determle that any 
person nominated by the election commission is no qualified 
to serve as an election official or in the even any person 
apPointed by council shall refuse to serve as election 
official, Council shall proceed to fill the va ncy at the 
earliest possible time by the same procedure. 

SECTION 11.11: ELECTION OFFICIALS; COM 

A uniform election board consistin 
commissioners and two clerks, shall be a 
aforesaid to serve in each voting precinct o~ 
during a municipal election. Each election bol 
composed of one clerk representing each political 
at least one commissioner representing eac 
party. By resolution adopted not less than fort 
prior to each election, Council shall de 
compensation to be paid to the precinct commis 
clerks, but in no event shall such compens~tio 
compensation payable under general law to precind 
officials serving during a general election of ~ 
West Virginia. 

SECTION 11.12: REGISTRATION RECORDS, 
BALLOTS AND SUPPLIES, C 
RETURNS, ELECTION CONTE 

At least three days before a municipa 
the City Clerk shall procure from the Clerk 0 
Commissions of Cabell and Wayne counties th 
registration records and shall deliver them, t 
all ballots and other election supplies, to t 
official in each precinct designated by Cou 
election officials shall, as soon as PossihleJ 
closing of the polls, ~eturn to the City Clerk 

I 
(31) 
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tally sheets, certificates of the result of th 
re9istr~tion records, poll books, ballot boxes a 
election supplies. On the first Monday fa ] 
election, council shall canvass the returns of ti 
and declare and certify the result within J 
thereafter. In case of a contest, Council shall 
the election, nomination and qualificatio 
candidates. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Cou 
resolution, contr~ct with the County Commissions 
and Wayne counties or the Clerks thereof, 
distribute, receive and store the ballots and ot h 
supplies, or any part thereof, and to provide fa 
the canvassing of ballots. 

SECTION 11.13: USE OF VOTING DEVICES 

In addition to any other requireruen 
conduct of municipal elections, Council shall c 
the County Commissions of Cabell and Wayne counti 
use, in all municipal elections, of any 
mechanical or other voting devices available to, 
used by such counties for the conduct of count 
national elections. 

SECTION 11.14: REGULATIONS OF ELECTION 

council shall make regulations which i 
needful or desirable, not inconsistent with t 
for the proper conduct of municipal elections a 
prevention of fraud in such elections. 

SECTION 11.15: QUALIFIED ELECTOR DEFIN 

The term "qualified elector" as 
Charter shall mean a citizen having the qu 
required by general law to vote in the City an 
that time registered to vote. 

ARTICLE TWELVE 
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL 

SECTION 12.1: INITIATIVE 

Qualified electors of the city shall hav 
propose ordinances to Council and if Council fai 
an ordinance so proposed without any change in sub 
adopt or reject it at a City election; provid.e 
such power shall not extend to the budget, capit 
or any ordinanoe relating to appropriation of man 
taxes or salaries of City officers or employees. 

(32) 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 2.2, 3.2, 11 1, 11.4, 
11.5 AND 11.6 OF THE CHAR.TER OF THE CITY OF UNTINGTON, 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

WHEREAS, Chapter 8, Al·ticle 4, section of the West 

Virginia coder as amended, provides may be 

amended by ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the council has determined the there is a 

considerable n~ed to amend certain sections of he Charter to 

change the dates on which the City 

Elections are held to the same dates 

Primary and General Elections for the 

a.nd Gener-al 

n which the 

d states of 

America. the State of West Virginia and the COL ty of cabell 

are l'leld,: and 

WHEREAS, the Council is desirous of 

primary and General Elections being held at th 

those for the United States of America, the 

virginia and the Ccunty of C~b~ll in the yea 

subsequent four (4) year elections periods 

WHEREAS, the council is fu~ther desiro 

next ('1 ty 

time as 

ate of west 

and at 

defining the length of time for which a perso[ may sel'V~ as 

Mayor or on the council, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE C ClL FOR THE 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON, CABELL AND WAYNE COUNTIBS, WEST VIRGINIA .. 

that sections 2.2. 3.:2. 11.1, 11.4, 11.5 and 11.6 of the 

Charter of the city of Huntington, west Virgnia shall be 

amend~d, modif1ed a~d re-enacted to read as fo J QWS: 
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ARTICLE TWO 
MAYOR 

SECTION 2.2. ELECTION AND 

The qualified electors of the City sh 
Mayor from the City at·larqe in the manuel 
Article Eleven of this Charter, to serve for 
years. No p~rson who shall have previou~ly be 
three full and consecutive terms as Mayor sha 
to succeed hinlself Ol- herself in that officE: 
sh~ll not, during his or her te~m of office, 
public office 01" positl.on . 01- be a member of 
execut1ve committee. 

ARTICLE THREE 
COUNCIL 

OR. 

1 elect the 
provided in 

term of fr.mr-­
elected fOl" 
be eligib-le­

d the Mayor 
Id any ethe-£' 

political 

SECTtON 3.2. NUMBER, SELECTION ~ND TERM .. 

The Clty shall have a council consist J q of eleven 
members. Elevan Council members shall be elel ed, one from 
each of the ni~e municipal election distric s hereinafter 
de~cribad and two members elect~d at-large. E"h of the nine 
distl-ict C!otlncil me-mbers ghaU be ~lected by th~ qualified 
electorc residing in th~ particular district f m which h~ or 
she J.S to be elected .. to Eet·v,=, £OL" a term fl.lllr yp.~rs. 
Each at-large Council member shall be el ted by thi 
quali fiee el.ectOl"S resj.dll1g in ti,l? ent.ire City for a term (Jf 

four y~ars. However, no more :han One at Council 
member ~hall be a resident of anyone muni election 
district at ·the time. of his or her- elect'ion. In no I~ase 
stall any member of Council serve more th8n ~ree full and 
consecutive tel-ms as a council membel-. All elections for 
memberE nf Council shall be conducted ac~ ding to th~ 
provlsions set forth in Article Eleven of this Charter. 

ARTICLE ELEVEN 
NOMINATIONS AND ELEC'1'XONS 

SECTION 11.1. GENERAL ELECTION LAWS TO 
OF OFFICERS. 

TERMS-

Except as othel"wise provided herein. th provisIons of 
general law with respect to primary and genera elections. so 
far as applicable . shall govern the method of minating and 
electing the Mayor and members of counCil , wlose terms of 
office shall be concurrent and run for a p "iod of four 
years " provided that , the terms of office for he MaY01" and 
members of council elected Tn the1997 qeneriT &ct1on -s.harI 
nm for aperiod of three-yearsand sixmonths ommeiiCIllg--·on 
the fIrst day o(JtI~~ 'J997. and endIng on th thir~'y'-fitst 
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day of D~cember, 2000 J and said term shall con~ j. tute a full 
termofof fice . All subsequent terms- ofofITc-' tor the Mayor 
and ·members of Coi:ii1"Cil shal~ nm--f'or ~~L"iod d four l~~ 

SECTION 11.4_ PRIMARY ELECTIONS; 
CERTIFICATES OF CANDIDACY_ 

PLACE AND 

Except as otherwise provided herein ncerning the 
first offlcers to be elected under this Ch ter. primary 
elect i ons ' shall be held at the voting places each of the 
~lection distr1cts of the City for the purpose f nominating 
candidates for the office of Mayor and all C incil members 
fOl" the next g£>neral elect ion on the f il;st Ttl day in Apl-il 
in the year 1989 and on such day in eacl fourth y~ar 
thereafter, provided that, beginning in the y r :000. the 
primary e.lection shall be held 011 th~ same-day! in said- year 
3S the primary election fol.- th.; state of west VTrqrnIa---and 
the County "of cabell, and on such (fay in ~"~c fourth year 
thal:'eafter. Any eligillie r,>erson desiring nom"ai:'IOi1Iorany 
muniC1pal elected office to be filled at such ection shall 
file w1th the City Clerk a certificate declar 19 himself or 
herself to be a candidate for the nomlnatlo1 for office. 
together with payment of the filing fee hereinaftei 
prescribed, which certificate and filing fee m~ t be received 
by the City clerk after midnight on the first y of January 
next preceedinq the primary election day 01: if nailed, shall 
be postmarked after that hour and before rui light on th~ 
thirty-first day of January neKt preceedin th~ primary 
election day or if mailed , shall be postmarke before that 
hour alld whic il ceJ.· titicate shall be ill form effect a~ 
follows : 
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"CERTIFICATE OF CANDIDACY 

I, 
candidate for 
of 

I hereby "'ertify that I 
the nomina~E~~-'O~ll!""""""lf"""o1.' and ele ~ tion to the 

to r;!present the 
d1strlct or city at-large (circle ODe), 

and the politic:ll party. I 
desire my nal1le prii'lted 011 tIle official ballot t, be voted at 
tne primary election to be held on the day of 
May 20 . I hereby certify that I am a legally qualified 
t;le:ttor-of The City of Huuti1'lgt ':m, Cl')l.tnty, 
west virqinia; that my residence i s l ocated at 

in said City that I am 
eligib l e t o hora thl? sa id office; and that I an a candidate 
for said office in good faith. 

of 

CANDIDATES GNATURE 

PRINT NI\ME 

Signed and acknowledged before me this -#-----___ --________ ~ _______ ' 20 ______ _ 
day 

Notal~Y Publ ic ill and for 
Cabell or Wayne I.ounties, 
West virginia, (~r some other 
officer qualifie to administ@r 
oaths) II 

Everv persop who becomes a candidate in any such primaI"Y 
election shall, at the time of filing such c rtificate of 
candidacy, pay a filing fee as follows : a andidate for 
Mayor shall pay a fee of TWO Hundred rift Dollars; a 
cand1date for Council member shall pay a ee of Sixty 
Dollars. council m$Y, by ordinance, change th~ filing fees 
specified herein. No person shall file mbre than one 
Certificate of Candidacy in any primary electia~. 
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SECTION 11.5. GENgRAL ELBCTrONS; TIME 

Except as otherwise provided herein 
election of the first officers to be electe 
Charter, general elections for the offices of 
Council members shall be held on the first Tues 
the year 1989 and on such day in each fourth ye 
~he office~s elected thereat shall assume offic 
day of July of the year in which such gene~al 
held with their terms to ~xpire as soon as the 
have been elected and qualified. Beginning 
2000, general elections for the offices of -M 
Council members shall be ~eld-on ! he !~e~~ax n 
first Monday in NovemOel" O'rSUC11 year, ,3.11 on 
each four1:h year thereafter:- - TIle officers- 'ar 
'S'IiBT1 assume ()1tice on the tirst day of Januar 
next after suchgenertl elec1:1ol'l'-1shera: w1th t 
Office to ----expire as socii as tneir-5uccess0 
elected a.nd quaiUied."" ,- - -- ~ --.. --

SECTION 11.6. FIRST OFFICERS UNDER 
NOMINATIONS, ELECTION AND TERMS. 

PLACE. 

OCe1.-l1illQ the 
under this 

ayot: an.d all 
ay in June in 
1~ thereafter. 
on the fil.·st 
election is 

r successc,n's 
i11 the yeal" 
Y01- and all 
xtaft~r the 
sucll"day in 
cte!f '[fie re at 

of t he yea.r err fe'?ms'" -of 
i -hav-e-"-befw 

IS CHARTER; 

The first primary municipal election unde this charter 
thall be held on Tuesday, September 10, 1995, nd the first 
general municipal election shall be held on Tue day, November 
5, 1995, to elect a Mayor and all Council m~m ers pt:ovided 
for under this Charter, whose terms shall begin on January I, 
19S6, and eKpire as soon as their successo s have been 
elected and qualified. The certificates of andidacy for 
such first primary municipal election shall be filed after 
midnight July 1, 1985, and before midnight on J\ly 31, 1985, 
O~ if mailed, postmarked after midnight July , 1~85: and 
before midnight July 31, 1985. The dates of a 1 subsequent 
primary and general ~lections and !ilings of ce E1s..~Jes---·o'r 
candidacy shall be governed by the EEo"isions of sections 
11.1, .!..L..i and l...~~ .?_~ ~his ,~h~rter. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that if, on the and at the 

time and place set for the public hea.ring on Ordinance, 

written objections to the proposed amendment herein are 

filed and are not withdrawn then or within (10) days 

thereafter, that the proposed amendments herein, 

shall be submitted to the voters for or 

rejection at a speCial municipal election to held and 
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conducted concurrently with the state of West 

county of cabell General Election in Novell 

provided that, this council, by affirmative 

thirds (2/3) of its members, shall dete1"mine an 

a special municipal election is necessary, 

provided that, the date of the next regl 

election is more than six (G) months from the 

public hearing Oll this mattel--. 

SPONSORED 8Y Councilman B. W. Ellis --
APPROVED AS TO FORM EGS(IV.. 
E'IRST READING8-9-93: This will be advertised. Motion 
place issue on the 1996 election ballot for term to be~ 
fiut tem for tDQgl! elected would be 3 1/2 Years' seco 
Amelldl!!ent E4ssed {8 )rus; 2 nays - Barrett~ Hawkin§'-l 

. 

SECOND READING ADOPTED (8 yeas; 2 nays - Alexander, J( 
Ritter.) . Note: Councilmen Nolan Grubb and Bill Tavlor f 
jeCl:iO\19. Mr. Tom McCallister filed a written obiect:i.on 

ATE September 13 2 1993 

rL ~ • S~~ 
Al,rN C. SHAYE, CITY qLERK 

DATE S~b.r l4. 1993 

· a:u,....]=--

Virginia an d 

per of 1996, 

ate of two-

~ specify tha t 

and fUrt:her 

a1- municipal 

date of the 

bv Dallan Fields 
n in year 2000;t 
ded by B. W. Ell 
bsent - Grubb . ) 

to 
he 
is. 

hnson; 1 absent -
led written ob-

~---

~ 

JEAN DEAN. MAYOR ) PPROVE 

DATE '1.- r'/--1.3 -- gTO 

l 

I 
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Zimbra 

[wvmUistJ RE: Elections 

From: suziesante@Comcast.net 

Subject: [wvmUist] RE: Elections 

To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvmHistserv@wvml.org> 

Reply To : West Virginia Municipal league Ustserv <wvmHistserv@wvml.org> 

(Mailing list information, including how fD remove yourself, Is located at the end of this message.) 

IIittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

Wed, Oct 17, 201203:25 PM 

All five municipalities in Marshall County have turned their elections over the the county 
clerk, as far as I was concerned when I was still working it was one of the best decisions 
the city made. 

From: "Fredda Ray" <fray@hurricanewv.com> 
To: "West Virginia Municipal League Listserv" <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 1:16:32 PM 
Subject: [wvml-'ist] RE: Elections 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this 
message.) 

Hurricane has NOT yet! 

-----Original Message-----
From: Linda Little [mailto:llittle@cityofmorgantown.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 201211:04AM 
To: West Virginia Municipal League Listserv 
Subject: [wvmLlist] Elections 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this 
message.) _ 

How many Cities have combined their Elections with their County? And, if so how much 
does it cost your City or save the City in doing this? Thank you for your help in 
advance.:) 

Linda Little, CMC 

City Clerk 

10/IS/2012 S:29 A1v 
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Zimbra 

[wvmUist] RE: Elections 

From: Sondra Hewitt <shewitt@cityofmoundsville.com> 

Subject: [wvmUist] RE: Elections 

To : West Virginia Municipal League Listserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

Replv To : West Virginia Municipal League Listserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

Linda, 

lIittle@cityofmorgantown,org 

Fri, Oct 19, 201209:55 AM 

The City of Moundsville does the same as the City of Fairmont except that I don't help with the voting machines or absentee 
ballots. Moundsville has only 10 precincts and has a savings of between $8,000 to $10,000 not including the overtime that was 
accumulated for myself and a few other office employees. 

Sondra J. Hewitt 
City Clerk 
City of Moundsville 
800 Sixth Street 
Moundsville WV 26041 
shewitt@cityofmoundsville.com 

-----Original Message-----
From: Linda Little [mallto:llittle@cityofmorgantown.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 11:20 AM 
To: West Virginia Municipal League Listserv 
Subject: [wvmUist] Elections 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) _ 

How many Cities have combined their Elections with their County? And, if so how much does it cost your City or save the City in 
doing this? Thank you for your help in advance.:) 

Linda Little, CMC 

City Clerk 

City of Morgantown 

389 Spruce st. 

Morgantown WV. 26505 

304-284-7434 

304-284-7525(fax) 

Ilittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

101191201210:01 AM 
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Zimbra Ilittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

[wvmUist] Re: Elections 

From : City of Pennsboro <cityofpennsboro@zoomintemet.net> 

Subject: [wvmUist] Re: Elections 

Thu, Oct 18, 2012 09:20 AM 

To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

Reply To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvmHistserv@wvml.org> 

(Mailing list informalion, including how In remove yourself, is located at the end of thIs message.) 

Our City A ttorney changed the charter, and ordinance to go along with state guidelines. Which was run in the paper with 
the time frame req,tired and Counnl voted on the change. 

Beckie Talkington 
City Recorder 
City of Pennsboro 
422 Main Street 
Pennsboro, WV 26415 
304/659/2377 
Fax: 304/659/3309 
Email: cityojpennsboro@zoominternet.net 

From: Mabailey44@aol.com [mailto:Mabailey44@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 20126:20 PM 
To: West Virginia Municipal League Listserv 
Subject: [wvmUist] Re: Elections 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

Clarksburg .......... NO, ..... Our election time is dictated by charter and WOUld, again, require another election 
to obtain the approval of the voters for any changes. 

In a message dated 10/17/2012 11:10:52 AM. Eastern Daylight Time, lIittle@cityofmorgantown.org writes: 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

How many Cities have combined their Elections with their County? And, if so how much does it cost 
your City or save the City in doing this? Thank you for your help in advance.:) 

Linda Little, CMC 
City Clerk 
City of Morgantown 
389 Spruce St. 

10/18/2012 10:01 AJ 
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Zimbra 

[wvmUist] RE: Elections 

From: Oty of Pennsboro <cityofpennsboro@zoominternet.net> 

Subject: [wvmUist] RE: Elections 

To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

Reply To : West Virginia Municipal league Ustserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

IIittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

Wed, Oct 17, 201205:20 PM 

The City of Pennsboro runs their elections through the County (Ritchie). In 2010 the County charged the City $1,638.76. At this 
time we have not received an invoice from the County Clerk for the May 2012 election. It is well worth having the County conduct 
the elections then there are no questions asked. 

The Oty still takes care of candidates filing forms for office and they are returned to the Oty. After the filing period is over a 
certified list of candidates that have filed is sent to the County Clerk in the order of the drawing position on the ballot. The City does 
the drawing poSitions. The City is also responsible for seeing that the financial statements that are required from the candidates 
are turned into the City. The financial statements are not sent to the County Clerk. 

I personally am VERY glad that we went with the County? 

Beckie Talkington 
City Recorder 
City of Pennsboro 
422 Main Street 
Pennsboro, WV 26415 
304-659-2377 
Fax: 304-659-3309 
Email: cityofpennsboro@zoomintemet.net 

-----Original Message-----
From: Fredda Ray [mailto:fray@hurricanewv.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 12:55 PM 
To: West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv 
Subject: [wvmUist] RE: Elections 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) _ 

Hurricane has NOT yet! 

---Original Message----~ 
From: Unda Uttle [mailto:llittle@cityofmorgantown.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 201211:04 AM 
To: West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv 
Subject: [wvmUlst] Elections 

(Mailing list Information, including how to remove yourself, Is located at the end of this message.) _ 

How many aties have combined their Elections with their County? And, If so how much does it cost your City or save the Oty in 
doing this? Thank you for your help in advance.:) 

Unda Little, CMC 

10118/20128:27 M 
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Zimbra Ilittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

[wvmUist] RE: Elections 

From: Carla Starcher <cariastarcher@suddenlinkmail.com> 

Subject: [wvmUist] RE: Elections 

To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvmHistserv@wvml.org> 

Replv To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvmHlstserv@wvml.org> 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

Wed, Oct 17, 201209:25 PM 

The City of Vienna has done this. We save approximately $25,000. The City has a primary and a general election. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Unda Uttle [mailto:llittle@cityofmorgantown.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 10:58 AM 
To: West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv 
Subject: [wvmUist] Elections 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) _ 

How many aties have combined their Elections with their County? And, if so how much does it cost your City or save the City in 
doing this? Thank you for your help in advance.:)Unda Little, CMCaty ClerkCity of Morgantown389 Spruce St.Morgantown WV. 
26505304-284-7434304-284-7525(fax)IIittle@dtyofmorgantown.org 

Subscription Reminder: You're Subscribed to, West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv Using the address: 
carlastarcher@suddenlinkmail.com 

From: listserv@wvml.org 
Physical Address 

Unsubscribe Automatically: 
http://www.wvml.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/u/wvml list 

Subscription Reminder: You're Subscribed to, West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv 
Using the address: Ilittle@Cityofmorgantown.org 

From: listserv@wvml.org 
Physical Address 

Unsubscribe Automatically: 
http://www.wvml.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgifu/wvml list 

10/18/2012 8: 13 A 
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Zimbra lIittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

[wvmUist] RE: Elections 

From: John Sayers <john.sayers@wardensville.com> 

Subject: [wvmUist] RE: Elections 

To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

Reply To : West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv <wvml-listserv@wvml.org> 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.) 

Wed, Oct 17, 2012 12:30 PM 

Wardensville will begin cooperative elections run by Hardy County in 2014. We estimate it will save us $1,700 per election (about 
$6.25 per capita). :) 

-----Original Message-----
From: Linda Little [mailto:llittle@cityofmorgantown.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 11:08 AM 
To: West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv 
Subject: [wvmUlst] Elections 

(Mailing list information, including how to remove yourself, is located at the end of this message.)_ 

How many Cities have combined their Elections with their County? And, if so how much does it cost your City or save the City in 
doing this? Thank you for your help in advance.:) 

Unda Little, CMC 
City Clerk 
City of Morgantown 
389 Spruce St. 
Morgantown WV. 26505 
304-284-7434 
304-284-7525(fax) 
Ilittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

Subscription Reminder: You're Subscribed to, West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv Using the address: 
john.sayers@wardensville.com 

From: listserv@wvml.org 
Physical Address 

Unsubscribe Automatically: 
http://www.wvml.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/u/wvml list 

Subscription Reminder: You're Subscribed to, West Virginia Municipal League Ustserv 
Using the address: Ilittle@Cityofmorgantown.org 

10/17/2012 12:58 p~ 
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elections 

From: Janice Jones <jjones@wheelingwv.gov> 

Subject: elections 

TO : llittle@cltyofmorgantown.org 

Hi Lou: 

http://127.0.0.1 :38311zimbra/hlprintmessage?id=ad8d4aOb~ 19b7-45b ... 

Ilittle@cityofmorgantown.org 

Fri, Oct 19, 2012 11:07 AM 

We hold our elections in conjunction with Ohio County - it saves us approximately $40,000.00 a year. This 
year I will be working with them on Election Day to oversee the office workers and absentee ballots. They 
put our Mayor and Council race this year on the agenda (primary) in May; but this was our final election 
as we do not have a primary but it was the primary for the presidential election as you know. 

I love it -I did it myself once or twice and what a headachel!!1 

Take care. Missed seeing you in Canton. 

Love, Janice 

10/19/201211:16 AM 



DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED CHARTER CHANGE FOR ELECTION TO COUNTY: 

1. Council can adopt a charter amendment by ordinance. 

2. Council must set a time and place for a public hearing on the proposed amendment, 

which hearing shall not be less than 30 days from the date of publication of a Class II 

legal ad. 

3. The legal ad shall set forth the entire, proposed amendments in full, announce the 

date, time and place of the public hearing, stated that the proposed amendments will 

be considered on the date, time and place by Morgantown City Council and that any 

qualified voter or any freeholder of the city may appear and file objections in writing, 

and also if no objections are filed the said amendments shall become operative on and 

after a dated fixed in the notice, which dated shall not be less than 10 days after the 

dated of the public hearing. (We will have to put a date in the ad that meets the 

foregoing 10 days requirement.) 

4. If no objections are filed in writing at the public hearing, or if objections are filed and 

are withdrawn at the time of the public hearing, or within 10 days thereafter, Council 

shall be ordinance adopt the amendments and cause a copy thereof and a transcript 

of the proceedings to be certified to the Clerk of the House of Delegates, and cause a 

copy to be recorded with the Clerk of the County Commission. 

s. The amendment is to take affect on the effective date specified in the legal ad. 

6. If a written objection is filed at the public hearing and is not withdrawn within 10 days 

thereafter, Council may abandon the proposed amendment, or may submit it to either 

a regular or special municipal election. 
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WEST VIRGINIA CODE 

§8-5-5. Regular election of officers; establishment of longer terms. 

(a) After the first election of officers of a city, town or village, the regular election of officers shall be held on the second 
Tuesday in June of the appropriate year, unless otherwise provided in the charter of the city or the special legislative 
charters of the towns or vii/ages. 

(b) A municipal election date established by a charter provision may fall on the same day as the county-state primary 
election or general election only when the voting precinct boundaries in the municipality coincide with the voting precinct 
boundaries established by the county commission or when the charter provides for separate registration books. If a 
municipal election falls on the same day as the county-state primary or general election, the municipality and county may 
agree to use the county election officials in the municipal elections, if practicable, or the municipality may provide for 
separate election officials. 

(c) A municipal election date established by charter provision may fall within twenty-five days of a county-state primary or 
general election only where separate registration books are provided and maintained for the municipal election. 

(d) Any municipality which establishes its election date by charter provision must comply with the provisions of this section 
or the election date shall be the second Tuesday of June. The language of this section may not be construed to prevent 
any city, town or vii/age from amending the provisions of its charter or special legislative charter, to provide that its 
municipal election be held on some day other than the second Tuesday in June. 

(e) Officers of a city may be elected for a four-year term at the same election at which a proposed charter, proposed 
charter revision or charter amendment providing for four-year terms is voted upon. The ballots or ballot labels used for the 
election of officers must indicate that the officers will be elected for four- year terms if the proposed charter, revision or 
amendment is approved. Officers of a town or village may be elected for a four- year term upon approval by a majority of 
the legal votes cast at a regular muniCipal election of a proposition calling for four-year terms. The ballots or ballot labels 
used for the election of officers must indicate that the officers will be elected for four- year terms if the proposition is 
approved. 

(f) Municipalities are authorized to stagfjer and/or change the terms of el~cted municipal officers. Prior to any changes 
being made to the terms of elected municipal officers, the procedure to stagger and/or change the terms shall be set by 
ordinance and must be approved by a majority of the voters. 

Note: WV Code updated with legislation passed through the 2012 1 st Special Session 

http://www.legis.state.wv.usIWVCODE/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=O8&art=5&section=5 11121/2012 
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