
Morgantown Parking Authority 
Minutes for Regular Monthly Meeting 
3:00 PM Wednesday, October 14, 2015 

Public Safety Building Conference Room 
 
 
 

Present: Chairman Charlie McEwuen, Vice Chair Jeanne Hagan, Dennis Bidwell, Shane Mardis, 
Wes Nugent, and Director Tom Arnold 
 
Not Present:  
 
Others Present:  Barbara Watkins (Main Street Morgantown), Jim Craig (Downtown Property 
Owner) 
 
Call to Order:  Chairman McEwuen called the Meeting to order at 3:02 PM  
 
Approval of the Minutes: Upon a motion by Dennis Bidwell and Shane Mardis second, the 
minutes from the September 9, 2015 meeting were accepted and unanimously approved with 
agreed changes.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Sunnyside Parking District – Director Arnold reported that 280 permits have been sold.  There 
are 2 streets that still do not have signs but the curb is painted.  The Director asked if the 
Authority had an opinion to leave 8th Street yellow after University Avenue is reopened.  The 
Authority office does receive calls from people that would favor leaving closed.  Jim Craig asked 
that the 3 properties at the bottom of 8th Street be considered for parking needs before deciding to 
keep the curbs yellow. 
 
The biggest problem is permitters putting the “peel off” permits on the inside of the auto rear 
window.  Mr. Craig (has rental property in Sunnyside) informed the Authority that he was 
pleased with the impact of the Parking District program has on available parking in Sunnyside. 
 
Customer Parking Only – Since the presentation to City Council at the August Committee of 
the Whole, MPA Enforcement has noticed a reduction in the business owners on the street.  
However, there is still a major problem with food delivery drivers parking on the street.  The 
numbers are increasing and they take up a number of available spaces on High Street. 
 
There are business owners that will not park in MPA parking garages for various reasons.  The 
Director is looking at other alternatives that will meet their desire and handle the food delivery 
drivers as well.   Wes Nugent asked what would be the incentive for delivery drivers to not park 
on the street.  Director Arnold answered that it would have to be convenient and economical, as 
well as, they would not be allowed to park on the street while waiting for an order. 
 
The question of students parking on the street and it was discussed that parking Downtown is 
much cheaper than University lots and the fines are 25%  that of the University.  Students are 
causing problems with the turnover rate on the street meters in the Downtown. 
 
 



 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Loading Zone Permits and Proper Display of all Parking Permits – Loading Zone Permits are 
available from the Parking Authority for $3 and for business owners that do not have commercial 
vehicles.   The issues are as follows – 1.  The permits are used for parking permits (very little 
loading and loading) 2. Salesman will come in buy for the intent but use them for parking pass.  
3. The cost is too cheap. 
 
The motion was that the Loading Zone Permit must be $20 per year; the permit can only be sold 
to Downtown Business or Property owners; the time limit is 15 minutes; and must be actively 
loading or unloading in the zone by Dennis Bidwell and second by Shane Mardis.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Displaying permits in all permit programs has problems with holders not properly displaying the 
permits.  It is a real problem for some to adhere to properly displayed permit.  There is no 
ordinance for enforcement to issue citations for those that do not properly displayed.  Dennis 
Bidwell made the motion to have an ordinance drafted for Council consideration requiring proper 
displayed permit with a fine of $7.50 second by Shane Mardis.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Support the Creation of an Urban Renewal Authority – The Director addressed the Authority 
about supporting a creation of an Urban Renewal Authority through City Council.   The purpose 
is to create a vehicle that would allow an Authority to have the ability to own real estate, sell real 
estate, have the ability to eminent domain, and negotiate sales and purchases of real estate.  
Arnold believes this would give the garage project on High Street a far greater chance of 
becoming reality and would assist with attracting private investment in redevelopment of the area. 
 
The City Council would have the control of the make-up of the Authority Board as it compares to 
the Parking Authority and the Utility Board.  The Authority made no decision to proceed. 
 
Two Lot B Parking Spaces for Trash Compactor – Director Arnold informed the Authority 
that Republic Waste Systems is exploring the possibility of installing a 35 cubic yard compactor 
in Lot B to replace the trash corral in Lot B.    The installation would require the Authority to give 
up 2 more parking spaces in Lot B.  It was agreed that another approach for trash management for 
all the surrounding properties is greatly needed but the Authority needs to be compensated for the 
loss revenue of the 2 spaces.   
 
A motion was made by Dennis Bidwell that the Parking Authority would be compensated a total 
of $5000 per year to compensate for the lost parking revenue by Republic Wastes to install the 
compactor.  The motion was second by Shane Mardis.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
August 2015 Budget Performance Report – There were no questions about the performance 
report.  Director Arnold stated that the market pricing has increased for parking due to increases 
by WVU. 
 
Budget Adjustment – The budget adjustment of $35,000 for salaries and wages was approved by 
the Authority with a motion by Dennis Bidwell and second by Wes Nugent.  The motion was 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
 



 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:48 PM  
 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________ 
 Parking Authority Chairman                   Parking Authority Director 
 
       


