City of Morgantown

Human Rights Commission

Work Session Report, July 18, 2013

Present:    Jan Derry, Member




                 Mike Fike, Member

Tim Hairston – Liaison w/ State HRC


     Don Spencer, Chair

Visitor: John Miles  

Due to a lack of a quorum present, the Chair stated that the members present would participate in a work session. No formal action would be taken on the minutes of the previous meeting or on other matters until the Commission’s next meeting with a quorum present. The session was convened by the Chair at 6:35 p.m.  
In the public session listed on the agenda, visitor John Miles expressed his opinion that discussion of “ideology” as had taken place in a dialogue with him in the previous meeting was inappropriate. He appreciated the opportunity to speak in a public session and had no further comments or recommendations to submit at the present time.
Eve Faulkes participated in the session via speaker phone. There was unanimous appreciation expressed for the design work which Eve has contributed. Faulkes will prepare a design paper which presents both the black and white and color renditions which can be used for presentation to the City Manager and Public information Officer. If approved without any additional recommendations, the design will be submitted to the City council for approval.
Jan Derry introduced Regina Mayolo and both participated in a presentation on Fair Housing for those present. Of particular interest was information presented on the accessibility standards related to property construction. The speakers explained that inspections presently are complaint-based. When tenant complaints are received, inspections are made, and evaluations and data and complaints are referred to the State Human Rights Commission.
The difficulty of having regular inspections include Fair Housing Standards included by local inspectors throughout the State was discussed.  It was agreed that in Morgantown the Commission would work to set up a meeting for the Commission with the Director of Code Enforcement, the Fire Marshalls and the City Managers for the September meeting of the Commission to discuss ways in which Fair Housing Standards can be included in existing check lists for three-year inspections.

In discussing progress on Affirmative Action planning, Spencer reported on a conversation with Jeff Mikorski relating to a proposal for developing a comprehensive manual which would include AAP, OEO, ADA, Fair Housing, Minority Business and related matters pertaining to such topics. Mikorski gave authorization to proceed with the planning as proposed with the understanding that there would be collaboration with the City administration and with existing planning efforts underway. All proposals would be subject to final approval by City Council.
Spencer also reported on the progress in the negotiations on the bylaws. Dave Bott had sent a copy of the concerns received from the City Attorney to Spencer in the interim since the June meeting. Spencer prepared a proposed response to be submitted to the Attorney and City Manager along with proposed corresponding revisions to the bylaws. Commission members present approved the communication and the changes. (With the lack of a quorum present, formal action in forwarding the revisions and response will be delayed until the next Commission meeting.)

Due to a lack of time, discussion of planning for plans for a need survey process was delayed until the next meeting.
In as much as the session was a work session, discussion of member status, annual election of officers and action on a protocol for visitors were not considered. 
On reports and concerns, it was noted that 1) the agenda for the August session is planned to include discussion on downtown violence with the Chief of Police, Ed Preston. 2) It was not clear whether the MLK expenses are included in the proposed City Budget or not. 3) Further work on a separate protocol for the participation of visitors in commission meeting with need to be developed in addition to the statement proposed for the bylaws.

The date for the regular August meeting will be August 15 2013.

The session was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Don Spencer

Recorder
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