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S T A F F  R E P O R T  

CASE NO: V12-25 / Adams / 219 Wall Street 

REQUEST and LOCATION: 

Request by Bilal Adams, on behalf of Classic Cutz, for variance relief from Article 1369 
as it relates to sandwich board signage at 219 Wall Street. 

TAX MAP NUMBER(s) and ZONING DESCRIPTION: 

Tax Map 26A, Parcel 116; B-4, General Business District 

SURROUNDING ZONING: 

B-4, General Business District 

BACKGROUND and ANALYSIS: 

The petitioner seeks to place a three (3) foot by two (2) foot sandwich board sign at the 
intersection of High Street and Wall Street.  Addendum A of this report illustrates the 
location of the subject site. 

Article 1369.07(J) of the Planning and Zoning Code states: 
(1) A single sandwich board sign shall be permitted to be placed on a private sidewalk or 

on a public sidewalk, for each business that is adjacent to such a sidewalk, 
provided that Section 905.02 of the City Code is adhered to; 

(2) Such sign shall not be higher than 4 feet and 2 feet wide; 

(3) Artwork, lettering and color of such sign should be consistent with the shopfront’s 
architectural character; and, 

(4) Such sign must not present a risk to public safety; must be removed from the street 
outside trading hours; and must be removed in adverse weather conditions. 

emphasis added 

Article 905.02 of the Morgantown City Code states: 
(a) No person shall place any merchandise, sign or obstruction of any kind upon any 

street or sidewalk within the City for the purpose of advertising, display or sale except 
as provided and authorized by this article, and the Zoning Ordinance of the City. 

(b) Wherever a business is conducted and maintained, on property adjacent to any 
public sidewalk, street or alley, no owner of any such property or business or agent 
thereof shall set or place any goods, wares or merchandise by way of exposing them 
for sale, in any street or alley, or on the sidewalks of any such street or alley, to 
project more than two feet from the wall or front of the place of business in questions.  
This shall also apply to approved movable signs.  A five-foot wide clear passage 
for pedestrians on any sidewalk shall be maintained at all times.  

emphasis added 
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Classic Cutz seeks variance relief from Article 1369.07(J)(1) to allow the subject 
sandwich board to be placed approximately 155 feet from its Wall Street storefront along 
the High Street sidewalk.  The petitioner’s basis of this request is the unique location of 
the establishment in relation to significantly higher vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
volumes along High Street. 

 

It should be noted that Staff has observed a positive change in the character, interest, 
and commercial activity along Wall Street between High Street and Spruce Street since 
the opening of Classic Cutz.  Staff also understands that the petitioner is currently 
renovating additional space within the storefront to offer retail sales of shoes and 
apparel. 

Additionally, Maxwells, a restaurant located on Wall Street between High Street and 
Chestnut Street, has placed a similar sandwich board sign along the High Street 
sidewalk for a number of years, which has been considered a grandfathered, non-
conforming sign. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

One of the stated purposes within the Planning and Zoning Code for sign regulations is 
to: 

“…encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication in the City, 
to maintain and enhance the pleasing look of the City, which attracts to the City 
continued economic investment; to preserve Morgantown as a community that is 
attractive to business, to residents and to visitors…” [Article 1369.01(A)] 

Size and locational restrictions are two of several means to accomplish this policy 
objective. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine whether the proposed request meets the 
standard criteria for a variance by reaching a positive determination for each of the 
“Findings of Fact” submitted by the applicant. 
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Staff normally does not offer a recommendation for sign variance petitions.  However, in 
this instance, Staff concurs with the petitioner’s findings of fact and recommends 
approval as requested with the following conditions: 

1. That Classic Cutz, or any establishments located at 219 Wall Street, may place 
only one (1) sandwich board sign that complies with the size restrictions set forth 
in Article 1369.07(J)(2) of the Planning and Zoning Code on the public sidewalk 
at either the 219 Wall Street storefront as permitted by-right or at the intersection 
of High Street and Wall Street but not at both locations at the same time. 

2. That said sandwich board sign may not be placed at the intersection of Spruce 
Street and Wall Street due to the fact that said portion of Wall Street is open to 
vehicular access to the adjacent parking lot behind the Morgantown Health Right 
Clinic and due to the narrowness of the sidewalk along Spruce Street. 

3. That said sandwich board may be placed on the public sidewalk only during the 
hours Classic Cutz, or any establishments at 219 Wall Street, is open for 
business. 

4. That Classic Cutz, or any establishments located at 219 Wall Street, shall 
maintain at all times a five-foot wide clear passage around its sandwich board 
sign to ensure clear and safe pedestrian movement. 

 

Attachments:  Application and accompanying exhibits 
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