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S T A F F  R E P O R T  

CASE NO: V13-01 / MVB Bank / 10 Sterling Drive 

REQUEST and LOCATION: 

Request by Robert E. Deriggi of J.D. Signs, Inc., on behalf of MVB Bank, for variance 
relief from Article 1369.07 as it relates to signage at 10 Sterling Drive. 

TAX MAP NUMBER(s) and ZONING DESCRIPTION:  
Tax Map 31, Parcel 107; B-5, Shopping Center District 

SURROUNDING ZONING: 

North and West:  B-5, Shopping Center District  

South and East:  B-2, Service Business District 

BACKGROUND and ANALYSIS: 

The petitioner seeks to erect a post-and-panel sign for the MVB bank branch 
development currently under construction in Sabraton along Earl Core Road.  
Addendum A of this report illustrates the location of the subject site. 

The following table identifies the area and height standards for post-and-panel signs 
provided in Article 1369.07(F) along with the proposed dimensions and associated 
variances requested by the petitioner. 

Standard Proposed Dimension Requisite Variance 

Max. Height – 6.0 ft. 23.83 ft. 17.83 ft. 

Max. Area – 32 sq. ft. 96 sq. ft. 64 sq. ft. 

The area calculation includes the following three sign faces: 

 “MVB” logo panel – 64 sq. ft. 

 Electronic / scrolling message panel – 24 sq. ft. 

 “Drive-Thru & ATM” panel – 8 sq. ft. 

Please note that electronic / scrolling message signs are permitted within the B-5 
District. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

One of the stated purposes within the Planning and Zoning Code for sign regulations is 
to: 

“…encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication in the City, 
to maintain and enhance the pleasing look of the City, which attracts to the City 
continued economic investment; to preserve Morgantown as a community that is 
attractive to business, to residents and to visitors…” [Article 1369.01(A)] 

Size restrictions are one of several means to accomplish this policy objective. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine whether the proposed request meets the 
standard criteria for a variance by reaching a positive determination for each of the 
“Findings of Fact” submitted by the applicant. 

Addendum B of this report provides Staff recommended revisions to the petitioner’s 
findings of fact (deleted matter struck through; new matter underlined). 

The Board has granted a number of similar ground sign height and area variances along 
the Sabraton commercial corridor. 

 

Enclosures: Application and accompanying exhibits 
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STAFF REPORT ADDENDUM B 

V13-01 / MVB Bank / 10 Sterling Drive 

Staff recommended revisions to petitioner’s Findings of Fact (deleted matter struck through; new 
matter underlined) 

Finding of Fact #1 – There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable 
to this property or to the intended use, that generally do not apply to other properties or uses in the 
same vicinity, because: 

The subject property is located along one of the five major Morgantown access arteries.  
According to the petitioner’s submitted exhibits, the site has an exposure to over 13,000 daily 
vehicles.  Many banks and other businesses in the area appear to have a similar type signage in 
comparison to the petitioner’s requested sign.  Sign will provide not only the Banks visible logo 
Identity in a competitive market, but also serve as a navigational/way finding tool for approaching 
traffic and customers who wish to use this full service lobby/drive-thru or ATM.  The site also sits 
in the shadow of a larger multi-tenant sign serving the adjacent development on its west side 
along with a commercial multi-story building on its east side. 

Finding of Fact #2 – The variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial 
property right that is possessed by other properties in the same vicinity and zoning district, but which 
denied to this property, because: 

Bank’s prime location along Earl Core presents an excellent signage displaying opportunity.  
With the areas extensive business arena, the improved property land use would have great 
concerns should they not be afforded the same ID/sign exposure as has been to other nearby 
businesses’.  Identification concerns are noteworthy since a considerable amount of the bank’s 
site business will be directly related to the proposed signs usage as a navigational tool.  There 
appears to be a number of ground signs within the Earl Core Road commercial corridor that 
enjoy grounds signs that exceed maximum area and maximum height standards.  Additionally, 
the BZA has granted similar relief within the immediate area since the sign standards were 
revised in the 2006 major zoning ordinance amendment. 

Finding of Fact #3 – The granting of this variance will not be harmful to the public welfare and will 
not harm property or improvements in the vicinity and zoning district in which the subject property is 
located, because: 

The natural design of a typical post and panel sign with adequate grade line clearance above the 
normal traffic line of site allows for uninterrupted visibility between the columns for vehicles 
existing onto Earl Core Road from Sterling Drive.  Placement outside the existing State right-of-
way, also being compliant with State regulations, the proposed sign will be located within a 
newly landscaped green space, therefore should not interfere with the normal pedestrian 
patterns. 

Finding of Fact #4 – The granting of this variance will not alter the land-use characteristics of the 
vicinity and zoning district, or diminish the market value of adjacent properties, or increase traffic 
congestion on public streets, because: 

The improved land use of the site along with the requested signage, should not contribute to 
additional traffic congestion any more than the present businesses located along the same.  
With the land use being similar/same to the other business within the region commercial 
corridor, along with the requested signage type and design being characteristic of the B-5 
Zoning District, predicting additional congestion or decreasing the market value of nearby 
neighborsing properties or uses is most unlikely not anticipated.   

 










































