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DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 

The City of Morgantown 
389 SPRUCE STREET 

MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 26505 

(304) 284-7431   TDD (304) 284-7512 

www.morgantownwv.gov 

June 21, 2013 
 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 
NADACLUE, LLC 
c/o James K. Yost 
268 Wildwood Street 
Star City, WV 26508 
 
RE: CU13-11 / Nada Clue, LLC / 241 Wildwood Street 

Tax Map 8, Parcel 12; B-2 Service Business District 

Dear Mr. Yost: 

This letter is to notify you of the decision made by the Board of Zoning Appeals concerning the 
above referenced petition seeking variance relief from Article 1369 as it relates to off-premise 
signs in the B-2 Service District. 

The decision is as follows: 

Board of Zoning Appeals, June 19, 2013: 

1. Each of the Findings of Fact was found in the negative as stated in Addendum A of this 
letter. 

2. The Board denied the subject variance relief petition based on the negative findings and 
conclusions stated in Addendum A of this letter. 

This decision may be appealed to the Circuit Court of Monongalia County within thirty (30) days. 

As outlined in the certified letter dated 12-Feb-2013 that precipitated this variance application, 
the subject off-premise sign is in violation of the City’s Planning and Zoning Code Article 
1369.10(K).  

The subject sign and supporting structure must be removed within ten (10) days of receipt of 
this letter.  Failure to remove the subject illegal sign and supporting structure accordingly will 
result in the initiation of enforcement action. 

Should you have any questions or require further clarification, please contact the undersigned.  

Respectfully, 
 
 
Christopher M. Fletcher, AICP 
Director of Development Services 
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ADDENDUM A – Approved Findings of Fact 

V13-11 / Nada Clue, LLC / 1305 Saratoga Avenue 

 

Finding of Fact No. 1 – There are NOT exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or 
conditions applicable to this property or to the intended use, that generally do not apply to other 
properties or uses in the same vicinity, because: 

The petitioner’s circumstances of being in close proximity to and easily accessible from the 
arterial corridor of Monongahela Boulevard yet not visible to motoring passersby is not 
exceptional or extraordinary as other businesses along or near Saratoga Avenue in Star 
City experience the same or nearly identical conditions as the petitioner including Blaine 
Turner Advertising, Casey’s ATA Academy, The Hair Garage, etc. 

Finding of Fact No. 2 – The variance is NOT necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of 
a substantial property right that is possessed by other properties in the same vicinity and zoning 
district, but which denied to this property, because: 

The existence of one non-conforming off-premise sign for the neighboring hotel that has 
been in existence for a number of years does not constitute a substantial property right 
within the subject Morgantown corporate vicinity nor is off-premise signage possessed by 
many properties within the subject Morgantown corporate vicinity.   

Finding of Fact No. 3 – The granting of this variance WILL be harmful to the public welfare and 
WILL harm property or improvements in the vicinity and zoning district in which the subject 
property is located, because: 

Unattractive visual clutter resulting from the petitioner’s off-premise sign located within the 
Morgantown / Star City gateway undermines the legislative purpose of Article 1369 by 
neglecting and diminishing the pleasing, orderly look, and quality of the City, its built 
environment, and the streetscape of the Monongahela Boulevard arterial corridor.  Careless, 
disorganized, and prohibited off-premise signage and resultant visual chaos do not foster an 
authentic positive experience for new or frequent motoring passersby.  Negatively viewed 
vistas and streetscapes adversely affect the quality, character, and attractiveness of nearby 
public and private property, neighborhoods, and businesses. 

Finding of Fact No. 4 – The granting of this variance WILL alter the land-use characteristics of 
the vicinity and zoning district, or diminish the market value of adjacent properties, or increase 
traffic congestion on public streets, because: 

Facilitating the proliferation of off-premise sign clutter by granting the variance at the subject 
site will detract from the quality and character of the vicinity and its land uses both inside 
and outside of Morgantown; will impede recognition of the Morgantown Express Lube 
establishment and diminish its locational market value, which is within the City of 
Morgantown; and, may adversely impact traffic safety by promoting the distraction of drivers 
from haphazard, nonconforming, off-premise signage. 

 


