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S T A F F  R E P O R T  

CASE NO: V14-56 / Altered Ego Boutique / 1225B University Avenue 

REQUEST and LOCATION: 

Request by Christina DeAntonis, on behalf of Altered Ego Boutique, for variance relief 
from Article 1369 as it relates to signage at 1225B University Avenue. 

TAX MAP NUMBER(s) and ZONING DESCRIPTION:  

Tax Map 26A, Parcel 21; B-4, General Business District 

SURROUNDING ZONING: 

B-4, General Business District  

BACKGROUND and ANALYSIS: 

The petitioner seeks to erect a 24 square foot wall sign for Altered Ego located at 1225B 
University Avenue.  Addendum A of this report illustrates the location of the subject site. 

Article 1369.07(I)(1) provides that the maximum wall sign area in the B-4 District is 
determined by multiplying the storefront width in feet by 0.4.  The storefront width of 
Altered Ego is approximately 30 feet and the maximum area for the subject wall sign is 
calculated to be 12 square feet.  As such, the proposed sign requires a twelve (12) 
square foot variance. 

Additionally, Article 1369.08(B) provides that signs in the B-4 District are limited in 
materials to wood; sculpted “sign foam”; ornamental metals such as bronze, brass, 
copper, etc.; painted aluminum panels, stone or masonry (with concrete blocks being 
covered with stucco).  The proposed sign contains plastic sequins on the majority of the 
sign, which requires variance relief. 

The following list includes all comments received from the Downtown Design Review 
Committee: 

 “Sign is ok.  Size is questionable.  Don’t want to open the door for numerous similar 
signs.” 

 “I have no problem with the sign, as to the size I’ll leave that to the BZA.” 

 “Sign for Altered Ego looks fine.” 

 “It seems fine for the location.” 

 “I am fine with this.” 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine whether the proposed request meets the 
standard criteria for a variance by reaching a positive determination for each of the 
“Findings of Fact” submitted by the applicant. 

No recommendation is submitted by Staff concerning the findings of fact or whether 
variance relief should be granted as requested to exceed the maximum wall sign area 
standard by 12 feet or to utilize the sequins material.  Please note that Addendum B of 
this report simply restates the petitioner’s findings of fact provided in the application. 

 

 

Enclosures:  Application and accompanying exhibits 
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Petitioner’s Findings of Fact responses. 

Finding of Fact No. 1 – The variance will not adversely affect the public health, safety or 
welfare, or the rights of adjacent property owners or residents, because: 

The sign is aesthetically pleasing and will help the public to better locate my (hidden from 
the main roads) location.   

Finding of Fact No. 2 – The variance arises from special conditions or attributes which pertain 
to the property for which a variance is sought and which were not created by the person 
seeking the variance, because: 

My new location will be difficult for people to find.   

Finding of Fact No. 3 – The variance will eliminate an unnecessary hardship and permit a 
reasonable use of the land, because: 

I am a small business owner struggling to stay in business and keep my dream alive.  I 
absolutely need customers to find my retail location for this to happen.   

Finding of Fact No. 4 – The variance will allow the intent of the zoning ordinance to be 
observed and substantial justice done, because: 

I have worked so hard for 5 years to maintain my small business and my sign is a perfect 
reflection of what my business has to offer to my current and future customers.  I need a 
large sign in order for the public to find me at my somewhat hidden location. 

 
















