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S T A F F  R E P O R T  

CASE NO: V15-01 / Games Galore / 40 High Street 

REQUEST and LOCATION: 

Request by Chris Hendershot, on behalf of Games Galore, LLC, for variance relief from 
Article 1369.07(I) as it relates to wall signs at 40 High Street. 

TAX MAP NUMBER(s) and ZONING DESCRIPTION:  

Tax Map 28, Parcel 75; B-4, General Business District 

SURROUNDING ZONING: 

B-4, General Business District  

BACKGROUND and ANALYSIS: 

The petitioner seeks to erect a 20 square foot wall sign for Cartridges Galore located at 
40 High Street.  Addendum A of this report illustrates the location of the subject site. 

Article 1369.07(I)(1) provides that the maximum wall sign area in the B-4 District is 
determined by multiplying the storefront width in feet by 0.4.  The storefront width of 
Cartridges Galore is approximately 24 feet and the maximum area for the subject wall 
sign is calculated to be 9.6 square feet.  As such, the proposed sign requires a 14.4 
square foot variance. 

The proposed sign will be constructed of sign foam, which is a permitted material.  No 
illumination of the sign is currently proposed. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine whether the proposed request meets the 
standard criteria for a variance by reaching a positive determination for each of the 
“Findings of Fact” submitted by the applicant, which are provided in Addendum B of this 
report. 

No Staff recommendation is submitted concerning the petitioner’s Findings of Fact or 
whether or not variance relief should be granted. 

Enclosures:  Application and accompanying exhibits 
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STAFF REPORT ADDENDUM A 

V15-01 / Games Galore / 40 High Street 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Clipped from Google Maps 

Clipped from Google Maps 



V15-01 Staff Report Page 2 of 2 

Addendum A 

 

Part of Tax Map 28 
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STAFF REPORT ADDENDUM B 

V15-01 / Games Galore / 40 High Street 
 

Petitioner’s Findings of Fact 

Finding of Fact No. 1 – The variance will not adversely affect the public health, safety or 
welfare, or the rights of adjacent property owners or residents, because: 

The sign that Games Galore, LLC would like to permanently use will not adversely affect 
those conditions because the sign is neither obnoxious or disproportionate to its 
surroundings.  In other words – it fits in with the rest of the plaza and surrounding High 
Street area.  The sign is proportionate in size and is made of similar materials to our 
neighbors. 

Finding of Fact No. 2 – The variance arises from special conditions or attributes which pertain 
to the property for which a variance is sought and which were not created by the person 
seeking the variance, because: 

A sign that would fit into the 9 square foot parameters called for by city zoning is unusually 
small for a store in a shopping plaza and simply not visible from the road. 

Finding of Fact No. 3 – The variance will eliminate an unnecessary hardship and permit a 
reasonable use of the land, because: 

The variance Games Galore is requesting will eliminate the hardship of multiple signs 
being created, designed, and paid for.  The sign will allow the business more visibility and 
to experience more success in the City of Morgantown. 

Finding of Fact No. 4 – The variance will allow the intent of the zoning ordinance to be 
observed and substantial justice done, because: 

The variance, if approved, will allow for the intent of the zoning ordinance to be observed 
and justice done because it will allow a new business in the City to advertise its store front 
to potential customers within a reasonable way that fits in with the existing surroundings 
and conditions. 

 














