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S T A F F  R E P O R T  

CASE NO: V15-52 / Atomic Grill / 125 Pleasant Street 

REQUEST and LOCATION: 

Request by Louis Giuliani, on behalf of Atomic Grill, for variance relief from Article 1369 
as it relates to signage at 125 Pleasant Street. 

TAX MAP NUMBER(s) and ZONING DESCRIPTION:  

Tax Map 26A, Parcel 28; B-4, General Business District 

SURROUNDING ZONING: 

B-4, General Business District  

BACKGROUND and ANALYSIS: 

The petitioner seeks to erect a seven (7) square foot suspended sign for Atomic Grill 
located at 125 Pleasant Street.  Addendum A of this report illustrates the location of the 
subject site. 

The following table identifies the specific variance relief required for the proposed 
suspended sign. 

Standard Proposed Requisite Variance 

1369.07(G)(1) 
Maximum area – 6 sq. ft. 

7 sq. ft. Relief to permit sign 1 sq. ft. 
larger in area than maximum 
standard 

1369.07(G)(2) 
Sign may not be separately 
illuminated 

Internally illuminated Relief to permit illumination 

1369.08(B)(1) 
Sign face must be opaque 

Portion of sign face is 
transparent 

Relief to permit portion of sign 
face to be transparent 

1369.08(B)(2) 
Sign may not be internally 
illuminated 

Portion of sign face is 
internally illuminated 

Relief to permit internal 
illumination. 

1369.08(B)(3) 
Sign materials may only be 
made of wood; sculpted “sign 
foam”; ornamental metals 
such as bronze, brass, 
copper, etc.; painted 
aluminum panels, stone or 
masonry 

Portion of sign face include 
transparent polymer material 

Relief to permit the use of 
polymer material(s) 
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The petitioner’s proposed sign plan was sent via email to the Downtown Design Review 
Committee members on 31 JUL 2015 for consultation.  All comments received were in the 
affirmative and are attached hereto for the Board’s record. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

The Board of Zoning Appeals must determine whether the proposed request meets the 
standard criteria for a variance by reaching a positive determination for each of the 
“Findings of Fact” submitted by the applicant. 

Addendum B of this report provides Staff recommended revisions to the petitioner’s 
findings of fact.  Please note that Staff has taken the petitioner’s Findings of Fact 
responses submitted with the old variance application, associated said responses to 
similar Findings of Fact provided in the new variance application, and included 
recommended revisions (deleted matter struck through; new matter underlined). 

As is typically performed for sign variance petitions, no recommendation is submitted by 
Staff concerning whether or not variance relief should be granted.  However, should the 
Board decide to grant variance relief, Staff does not recommend conditions be included 
with variance approval. 

 

Enclosures:  Application and accompanying exhibits 



Staff Report Addendum A Page 1 of 2 
V15-52 

 

STAFF REPORT ADDENDUM A 

V15-52 / Atomic Grill / 125 PleasantStreet 

 
 

 

Clipped from Google Maps 

Clipped from Google Maps 
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Part of Tax Map 26A 

Clipped from Google Maps 
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Please note that Staff has taken the petitioner’s Findings of Fact responses submitted with the 
old variance application, associated said responses to similar Findings of Fact provided in the 
new variance application, and included recommended revisions (deleted matter struck through; 
new matter underlined). 

Finding of Fact No. 1 – The variance will not adversely affect the public health, safety or 
welfare, or the rights of adjacent property owners or residents, because: 

The nature of the variance requested by the petitioner does not appear to harm public health, 
safety or welfare nor does it appear to present a detriment to the rights of adjacent 
properties.  Similar suspended signs exist within the B-4 District, some of which of similar 
variance relief from the Board.  The sign will only appears to compliment the extensive 
improvements that have already been made on this Pleasant Street block. 

Finding of Fact No. 2 – The variance arises from special conditions or attributes which pertain 
to the property for which a variance is sought and which were not created by the person 
seeking the variance, because: 

The sign is a pre-existing sign being repurposed for use at the subject location.  The sign 
appears to fits the theme of the business and is unique but appears to fits with the art deco 
motif design of building architecture, which members of the Downtown Design Review 
Committee did not object to. 

Finding of Fact No. 3 – The variance will eliminate an unnecessary hardship and permit a 
reasonable use of the land, because: 

According to the petitioner, the sign is being repurposed, which appears to fits with the 
character of the streetscape and the businesses that exist on this Pleasant Street block. 

Finding of Fact No. 4 – The variance will allow the intent of the zoning ordinance to be 
observed and substantial justice done, because: 

Similar variance relief has been granted for a number of suspended signs within the B-4 
District since January 2006 when the present sign regulates were enacted. 
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Stacy Hollar

From: Bill <wm_a_kawecki@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2015 6:55 PM
To: Stacy Hollar
Cc: Carubia, Bob; Merandi, Coni; Mills, Michael; morgantowncellar@yahoo.com; Anderson, 

Tom; William Kawecki (C.C. Ward 2)
Subject: Re: Atomic Grill Sign - Please review

I have no objection to the design and kudos for the well considered development of those Pleasant Street 
properties. "Slightly larger " is how much larger? I trust that the sign will not interfere with pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic. 
 

From: "Stacy Hollar" <shollar@morgantownwv.gov> 
To: bobcard33@gmail.com, coniandfranc@hotmail.com, mmills@millsgroup.biz, 
morgantowncellar@yahoo.com, tom@alleghenyrestoration.com, "William Kawecki (C.C. Ward 2)" 
<wkawecki@morgantownwv.gov> 
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2015 10:27:59 AM 
Subject: Atomic Grill Sign - Please review 
 
Good morning, 
  
Please see the attached application for a suspended sign proposed for Atomic Grill at 125 Pleasant Street.  Please 
provide any comments and/or suggestions you may have. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Stacy Hollar 
Executive Secretary 
Development Services Department 
304-284-7431 
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Stacy Hollar

From: connie merandi <coniandfranc@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 01, 2015 3:25 PM
To: Stacy Hollar; bob carubia; Michael Mills; morgantowncellar@yahoo.com; tom sign 

facade committee; William Kawecki (C.C. Ward 2)
Subject: RE: Atomic Grill Sign - Please review

Hello All, 
 
I think it is a great sign with character and compliments the property and the street scapes. 
 
Connie 

From: shollar@morgantownwv.gov 
To: bobcard33@gmail.com; coniandfranc@hotmail.com; mmills@millsgroup.biz; 
morgantowncellar@yahoo.com; tom@alleghenyrestoration.com; wkawecki@morgantownwv.gov 
Subject: Atomic Grill Sign ‐ Please review 
Date: Fri, 31 Jul 2015 14:27:59 +0000 

Good morning, 
  
Please see the attached application for a suspended sign proposed for Atomic Grill at 125 Pleasant 
Street.  Please provide any comments and/or suggestions you may have. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Stacy Hollar 
Executive Secretary 
Development Services Department 
304-284-7431 
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Stacy Hollar

From: Michael Mills <mmills@millsgrouponline.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 01, 2015 5:31 PM
To: connie merandi; Stacy Hollar; bob carubia; morgantowncellar@yahoo.com; tom sign 

facade committee; William Kawecki (C.C. Ward 2)
Subject: RE: Atomic Grill Sign - Please review

All: 
I am fine with the proposal. 
 
Michael 
 

From: connie merandi [mailto:coniandfranc@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, August 01, 2015 3:25 PM 
To: Stacy Hollar; bob carubia; Michael Mills; morgantowncellar@yahoo.com; tom sign facade committee; William Kawecki 
C.C. Ward 2 
Subject: RE: Atomic Grill Sign - Please review 
 
Hello All, 
 
I think it is a great sign with character and compliments the property and the street scapes. 
 
Connie 

From: shollar@morgantownwv.gov 
To: bobcard33@gmail.com; coniandfranc@hotmail.com; mmills@millsgroup.biz; 
morgantowncellar@yahoo.com; tom@alleghenyrestoration.com; wkawecki@morgantownwv.gov 
Subject: Atomic Grill Sign ‐ Please review 
Date: Fri, 31 Jul 2015 14:27:59 +0000 

Good morning, 
  
Please see the attached application for a suspended sign proposed for Atomic Grill at 125 Pleasant 
Street.  Please provide any comments and/or suggestions you may have. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Stacy Hollar 
Executive Secretary 
Development Services Department 
304-284-7431 
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Stacy Hollar

From: Cellar <morgantowncellar@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2015 1:07 PM
To: Stacy Hollar
Subject: Re: Atomic Grill Sign - Please review

I'm fine with it 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jul 31, 2015, at 10:27 AM, Stacy Hollar <shollar@morgantownwv.gov> wrote: 

Good morning, 
  
Please see the attached application for a suspended sign proposed for Atomic Grill at 125 Pleasant 
Street.  Please provide any comments and/or suggestions you may have. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Stacy Hollar 
Executive Secretary 
Development Services Department 
304-284-7431 
  

<V15-52_Scanned-Application.pdf> 




