
ORDINANCE NO. _____ _ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 505 "ANIMALS AND FOWL" OF CITY'S 
GENERAL OFFENSES CODE AS IT RELATES TO URBAN AGRICULTURE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Morgantown is committed to increasing access to fresh, 
locally grown, wholesome foods for all residents; and, 

WHEREAS, to ensure the health and safety ot all its residents, the City seeks to 
create and encourage programs and policies that sustain greater local food security and 
improve access to healthy food in underserved neighborhoods; and, 

WHEREAS, urban agriculture contributes to the local economy by generating 
living-wage jobs, sales of food at farmers markets, grocery stores, and on-site farm stands 
and offering the opportunity for resident entrepreneurship in creating food-related small­
business; and, 

WHEREAS, urban agriculture provides a tool for improving the City's quality-ot-life 
by reducing the negative impact of vacant lots, buildings and unused rooftops and helps 
to support neighborhood stabilization and recovery; and, 

WHEREAS, urban agriculture at a residential scale provides a valuable 
supplement to a family food budget; and, 

WHEREAS, urban agriculture at a community scale provides an invaluable 
opportunity for students to learn about nutrition and where food comes from; and, 

WHEREAS, new technologies for growing food, including indoor growing 
technologies such as aquaponic and hydroponics, are the basis for new agricultural 
opportunities, partnerships, and research. 

NOW THEREFORE, the City of Morgantown hereby ordains that Section 505.02 
"Keeping Animals; Pens and Stables" of the City's General Offenses Code is amended 
as follows (deleted matter struck through; new matter underlined): 

Article 505.02 KEEPING ANIMALS: PENS AND STABLES. 

fa} Rabbits. No person shall confine, keep OF house live rabbits, O)(oeeding two in number, 
within the City, in any pen, GOOp or struoture located within 120 feet of tho residenoe or 
dwelling of any other person without the Gonsent of sush person in writing. 
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{b} @} Permitting Pens to Become Offensive. No person shall permit any yard, kennel, pen, coop, 
apiary structure or ~ similar structure§ wherein live animals may be confined, kept or 
housed to become or be offensive, noxious or deleterious to health. 

ChiGkens. No peFSon shall Gonfine, keep or house GhiGkens or other somestiG fowl, 
eXGeesing avo in number, in any pen, GOop or strl;lGture looated within eighty feet of the 
residenGe OF dwelling of any other person withol;lt the Gonsent in writing of such other 
person; provided, that this seotion shall not be Gonstrued te prohibit the proprietor of any 
mar*et, hotel, restal;lrant, boarding hOl;lse OF residence from keeping or confining fer sale 
or slaughter Ghickens or other fowls in a pen or GOop within such prescribed limit for a 
peried not eXGeesing ten says; provised that SUGh pen or GOOp is thoroughly Gleaned at 
Ieast-eAGEHH:lring eaGh forty eight hour peri os and ronsered fFee from offensi .. 'e, noxious 
or deleteFiol;ls odors. 

Permitt.ing Coops to BeGome Offensi\'e. No peFSon shall permit any pen, Goop-eF--ethef 
struGtl;lre wherein chickens or other fowl may be GOnfined, kept or hOl;lsed, te beGome 
offonsi'lO, nexious or seleteFiol;ls to health. 

{e} {Q) Stables. Whoever shall keep a stable within the City shall cause all the stable manure 
produced there at to be kept within such stable until hauled away, and he shall in no case 
allow such manure to accumulate in such quantities or condition as to become offensive, 
or deleterious to health; and all manure so kept within the stable shall be protected from 
flies by means of screens or other fly-excluding devices. The floor of every stable shall be 
kept free from standing or seeping stable liquids, excrements and other offensive matters. 

This ordinance shall be effective upon date of adoption. 

FIRST READING: 
Mayor 

ADOPTED: 

FILED: 

RECORDED: City Clerk 
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