Caring For Your Young Tree

e Do not fertilize your
tree at time of planting.
Allow at least one year
for establishment.

e Water thoroughly
every seven to ten days
during the first growing
season, depending on
weather.

o Adjust staking materials
every month during
the first year to avoid
damage to trunk.
Remove stakes after the
first year.

For More Information Contact:
Jennifer Brashears
Urban Forestry Technical Specialist
West Virginia Division of Forestry
1 Depot Street
Romney, WV 26757
304-822-4512
fax: 304-822-7331
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Planting Instructions

Selecting Nursery Stock

e Choose healthy,
vigorous trees.

e Avoid trees with
insects, disease, or
damage to the trunk,
branches or roots.

e Avoid trees with

Items You Will Need:
[ Shovel
[ Gloves

[ Bucket of water for
holding trees

J Mulch
[ Pruning Shears

[ Hammer or mallet
(for driving stakes)

[ Wooden stakes

() Flexible staking
material

(1 Plenty of water for
each tree

damage to trunk or branches, disease, or insects.

o Select trees with open, “U”-shaped branch attachment angles and trees with
a single main stem (central leader). Avoid trees with narrow, “V”-shaped
branch attachment angles, dense or crowding branches, or multiple main
stems (codominant leaders).

e Avoid trees with circling and/or girdling roots.

Steps for Successful Planting:

e Dig a hole at least twice as wide and only as deep as the root system.

See Figure 1.

e You may need to prune off dead or excessively long root tips. Always use
clean, sharp pruning shears.

¢ Spread the roots out so they are evenly distributed in the planting hole. A
cone shaped mound of soil can be formed in the hole to help support the
roots of bare root seedlings. See Figure 1.

e Do not bend the roots to force them into a planting hole that is too small.

See Figure 2.

e Plant the tree at the correct depth. The upper roots should be just under
the surface of the soil. Do not plant too deep. See Figure 3.

e Place the soil back in the hole and gently tamp to remove any air spaces.
Roots should not be exposed above ground.
e You will need to provide a deep soaking watering for each tree at the time

of planting and once each week for the first two growing seasons. Lack of
water is the number one killer of newly planted trees!

10 Choosing & Planting Trees for Cities and Communities

General Considerations for Tree Selection

Consider tree function. Shade, screening, aesthetics,
or erosion control/prevention. Look for trees with
nice year-round characteristics, such as those with an
interesting bark, crown shape and branching habit.

Consider tree shape. How fast will it grow? How tall
will it grow? How far will the branches spread?
Consider tree character. Does the tree have a dense
canopy (more summer shade) or a sparse canopy
(less summer shade)?

Consider tree maintenance. [s it easy to care for?
Does the tree produce messy fruit?

Planting site factors: Hardiness zone, space
restrictions (above and below), soil pH, moisture,
density and amount of sunlight.

Select trees suitable for urban environments that
tolerate poor soils, heat and pollutants.

Avoid planting trees that are already all too

common and those with poor growth habits, such as
callery pear (Pyrus callervana), silver maple (Acer
saccharinum), Norway maple (Acer platanoides), and
weeping willow (Salix babylonica).

Develop a list of tree species that will perform well at
the proposed planting site.

Each tree species has advantages and disadvantages.
Strive for diversity — always plant a variety of tree
species of several different genera.

‘West Virginia Division of Forestry

Two good sources of
additional informatior
are:

Dirr, Michael A. 1998.
Manual of Woody
Landscape Plants.

Gerhald, H. D. 2005.
Landscape Tree Facts CD.
School of Forestry
Resources.

Penns State University,
University Park, PA
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Large Trees

S50’ Mature Height; up to 90’ Mature Width; Ideal for
parks, open lawns, and greenspaces, tree lawns >8°
wide or greater and sites with no utility lines.

Common Name Scientific Name Shape Special
Kousa Dogwoods
Milky Way Cornus kousa ‘Milky Way’ v SWPL
S % Mauam‘.n Mo_s& Moﬁn wauwna‘ M m__“m MM
CrownShape _ Symbol - amaritan ornus kousa ‘Samzam’ /
Mﬁwomm lxx....n...x.x.......w,.m NMM”M%%QE SR wn._\ Satomi . Cornus kousa ‘Satomi’ 0 SW,PL
T — e N L L
Pyramidal......coecocuemsicncecn B Showy Flowers............SF Maples
mwmﬁh e .....m Fruit/Nut Conflicts .. F/N Amur Maple Acer ginnala G/0 SWPL
e — o st e e s —————
Vitses ] V. : Serviceberries
Irregular/variable : Spring Glory Amelanchier canadensis “Sprizam’ o/C
Cumulus : Amelanchier laevis Cumulus’ C
Common Name Scientific Name Shape Special Majestic Amelanchier laevis * Majestic’ o]
Ash : Autumn Brilfiance Amelanchier x grandiflora Autumn Br! 0
White Fraxinus americana o N Princess Diana Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Princess Diana’ O
Green Fraxinus pennsylvanica o/G N Robin Hill Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Robin Hill’ (0]
.................................................................................................................................................. .ﬁﬁmﬁ‘.ﬂ.o: ham__hanu?mmﬁ&\m_ﬁﬂzqﬁmba_ qﬂﬁNQwﬁﬂ O
P/IC
Beech Silverbell Halesia carolina G
European Fagus sylvatica Atropunicea’ P Tree Lilacs
A IR, SR TR | SO RS T e e e D Ivory Sitk Japanese Syringa reticulata ‘ivory Sifk” o SF
Black Gum Nyssa sylvatica P N Summer Snow Syringa reticulata ‘Summer snow” G SF
Bloodgood London Planetree  Platanus x acerifolia ‘Bloodgood’ o
e T L L L L L L L L LT T ) mm(m._ﬂm:vmﬂr
Cucumber Tree Magnolia acuminata o/ N Hicks Yew Taxus media hicksi . P
Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostroboides G Junipers
Qak@.mﬁ.ﬂ Juniperus scopulorum .QE‘Q—NQS. P
Japanese Zelkova Zelkova serrata v Moffettii Juniperus scopulorum ‘Moffettii’ g
= Moonglow Juniperus scopulorum ‘Moonglow’ P
Lindens Emeral Sentinel Juniperus virginiana ‘Emerald” P
Littleleaf Tilia cordata [e] (Do not plant near rust susceptible crabapple, hawthorn, or serviceberry; select for use in hedgerows for wind and
American i Tilia americana (& snow breaks and for screening)
Silver Tilia tormentosa co . . 5
R R BRI DU T S RS R, (SR SR Arborvitae
Maples Elegantissima Thuja occidentalis ‘Elegantissima’ P
Sugar Acer saccharum (0] N Emerald Thuja occidentalis ‘Emerald’ P
Red Acer rubrum 0/G N Nigra Thuja occidentalis ‘Nigra' P
Wintergreen Thuja occidentalis ‘Wintergreen” P

(Select for use in hedgerows for wind and snow breaks and for screening)

8 Choosing & Planting Trees for Cities and Communities ‘West Virginia Division of Forestry 5
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